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Flight Simulation Device Qualification Guidance



SPONSOR QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR

Flight Simulation Devices
FSTD Guidance Bulletin 03-08


1. Purpose: This bulletin provides the criteria to be used by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) in determining the qualifications of a sponsor of a flight simulation device. 

2. Definitions:

(a) Sponsor: The definition of a “sponsor” is …”a person who holds, or is an applicant for, a certificate under 14CFR Parts 119, 141, or 142; or a person who holds, or is an applicant for an approved flight engineer course in accordance with 14CFR Part 63, appendix C.”  Pending the publication of Part 60, the NSP will authorize a person to sponsor a Level 2 through 5 flight training device (FTD) within the United States, without holding the aforementioned certifications.

(b) Title14, Part 119 Certification: Air Carriers and Commercial Operators: The certification rule that addresses the requirements that an operator must meet to hold and maintain an operating certificate under Parts 121, 125, and 135.

(c) Flight Simulation Device (FSD): Includes simulators and flight training devices (FTD).

3. Simulators and Level 6 or 7 FTD Sponsor Criteria:  Previously, the National Simulator Program (NSP) required that all simulators and Level 6 or Level 7 FTD’s be used in a sponsor’s FAA approved flight training program.  After reviewing industry and FAA Inspector feedback, the NSP has amended its criteria as follows:

(a) A person will be eligible to apply for sponsorship of one or more simulators or Level 6 or Level 7 FTD’s if the person holds, or is an applicant for, a certificate under 14 CFR part 121, 135, or 142; or holds, or is an applicant for, an approved flight engineer course in accordance with 14 CFR, part 63, and operates the device within their FAA-approved training program.

(b) An operator certificated under 14 CFR part 121 or 142 may be the sponsor for any other simulator, or Level 6 or Level 7 FTD, that is not used in their FAA-approved flight training program, if the sponsor obtains a written statement, at lease semi-annually, from one of the below listed persons verifying that the subject device performs and handles like the aircraft described in the FAA Type Certificate and the type data sheet and that the device meets the requirements set forth in the Flight Standardization Board Report for the aircraft type.  The sponsor must retain the two most current written statements for review by the National Simulator Program Manager (NSPM).

[1] A person currently operating the type aircraft and using the simulator or Level 6 or Level 7 FTD as part of an FAA-approved flight-training program for the type aircraft.

[2] A person who is currently operating the type of aircraft and is knowledgeable of flight simulation device qualification requirements.

[3] However, if a person described in subparagraph [1] or [2] is not available, a suitable alternative would be:

(i) A representative of the aircraft manufacturer, or the holder of the aircraft type certificate for the aircraft if the manufacturer is no longer in business, provided this person has considerable knowledge of and experience in the subject airplane type or set of airplanes; or

(ii)
A pilot designated as an engineering representative (Designated Engineering Representative, DER) authorized to conduct work on the subject airplane type.  A list of DER’s for a given airplane type may be provided by the NSPM upon request.

4. Level 2 through 5 FTD Sponsor Criteria:  Pending the publication of Part 60, the NSP will authorize a person to sponsor a Level 2 through 5 flight training device (FTD) within the United States, without holding the aforementioned certifications described in 2 (a).

5. FSD Approval Authority: This bulletin is issued to provide guidance for the NSP acceptance of a flight simulation device sponsor.  The approval authority to use a device for training, testing, or checking rests with the Principal Operations Inspector or Training Center Program Manager.
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