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Flight Simulation Device Qualification Guidance




Sponsor-Conducted Quarterly Checks
FSTD Guidance Bulletin 03-06



The ‘standards’ applied by the National Simulator Program (NSP) staff when conducting evaluations; both initially and recurrently, are presently contained in a series of advisory circulars (AC). Notwithstanding these AC's, in January 2001, the NSP began an annual evaluation schedule for most flight simulation devices (FSD). In doing this, it is apparent that some confusion may have been created regarding scheduled periodic checks of the FSD's performance and handling. The policy of the NSP is that sponsors conduct testing of FSD’s on a quarterly basis (called quarterly checks). Each check should be comprised of approximately one-fourth of the Qualification Test Guide (QTG) tests; yielding a complete coverage of all QTG tests each year. The tests to be run each quarter will not be dictated by the NSP, but it is expected that each quarter’s tests would be a representative collection of tests selected from each section of the entire QTG.  It is the sponsor's responsibility to complete the required quarterly evaluations of each FSD and retain the results of those inspections for review during the NSP on-site recurrent evaluation of that FSD.
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