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FSTD Guidance Bulletin 99-02
Simulator Operators

The following information is provided as clarification of potential misunderstandings regarding regulatory requirements for utilization of simulator minimum equipment lists (MEL), or similar vehicles (sometimes referred to as Simulator Component Inoperative Guides), for operations of simulators meeting the requirements of CFR 14 Part 121 or CFR 14 Part 142.

CFR 14 Part 121, Appendix H and Part 142, section 142.59 (d) contain language regarding operation of a simulator with inoperative components.  Specific language can be interpreted as permissive in nature in that, as stated in Appendix H “…Therefore, an operator may (emphasis added) operate its simulator under an MEL which has been approved by the Administrator…” and Part 142.59 (d) “…Unless otherwise authorized (emphasis added) by the Administrator, each component on a qualified and approved flight simulator or flight training device used by a training center must be operative…”

During discussions with the Simulator Technical Issues Group, we agreed that development of a simulator MEL, if approached from the classic aircraft MEL approach, would be an extremely difficult if not impossible task.  In July 1997, we took the commitment to develop a fundamental MEL or Component Inoperative Guide which could be adapted to any flight simulator or flight training device and, in our opinion, meet the regulatory requirement if a simulator were to be operated with any inoperative components.  We later provided that informal document to members of the simulator community.  It is our understanding many have utilized the approach we drafted and that it has been found acceptable during in-depth FAA operations inspections.  For your information, I have attached a copy of that document.  

If any anyone needs further information on this subject, do not hesitate to call or write. 

Sincerely,

Paul A. Ray

Manager, National Simulator Program

Attachment

Attachment 1

Simulator Minimum Equipment List/Component Inoperative Guide
In compliance with (FAR 121, Appendix H, FAR 142.59, d.), the following is a Minimum Equipment List (MEL) or Component Inoperative List for the 

________________ (FAA ID# XXX). 

1.  The following chart addresses the major simulator systems and the specific level of training and checking available should a specific system be inoperative:




2.  Refer to Appendix 1, Airline Transport Pilot  Practical Test Standards (FAA-S-8081) for specific flight simulation device levels required for training and checking authorizations.

3.  Instructor station functions may be inoperative if the specific function does not prevent accomplishment of maneuvers or procedures required during a specific training, checking, or certification session.

4.  Training and checking on specific maneuvers and procedures required for initial training, recurrent training, Line Oriented Flight Training (LOFT), checking, or certification sessions may be accomplished with individual aircraft systems, switches, instruments, or gauges inoperative if the actual aircraft MEL permits operation with the inoperative item and specific aircraft MEL requirements are followed.  However, if the LOFT scenario selected or the certification session requires use of the specific inoperative item (or system), the respective item(s) must be operative.  

5.  Training may be accomplished on specific maneuvers and procedures which do not involve the use, by any required flight crewmember in accomplishment of the specific maneuver or procedure, of inoperative systems, switches, instruments, or gauges which exceed the allowances of the aircraft MEL.
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