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Executive Summary

While we know that a down turn in the world economies is not good for the aviation industry, it normally affords the regulatory authorities a chance to catch their breath.  This has not been the case for the folks at the FAA’s National Simulator Program (NSP) who have been running at full speed to keep up with the demand for new simulator qualifications, international harmonization, new technology, and, regulatory changes.

Expecting a decrease in the number of new simulator qualifications, there has actually been an increase in 2003.  In the year 2002 the NSP qualified 49 new simulators and in 2003 the number will actually increase to 55.  Another significant point is that the total number of active simulators has not increased significantly indicating an equal number of older simulators are being retired.

The NSP has been very active with international harmonization by ensuring representation at various international functions to include the World Airline Training Conference, Royal Aeronautical Society meetings and JAA SDT activities.  We also have been working with the countries of Switzerland and the United Kingdom to improve the bilateral agreements for simulator qualification.  We believe this effort will lead to a fully functional vehicle for the mutual recognition of simulator standards and qualifications and enhance the process for agreements with other countries.

Keeping up with new technologies is always a challenge for the NSP.  We are moving along with the acceptance of electronic Qualification Test Guides (eQTG).  The NSP has been working closely with simulator sponsors and manufacturers with the use of eQTG’s along with the traditional paper format.  We will be publishing a guidance bulletin in the near future.  The NSP is also making an effort to familiarize its personnel with new technologies such as touch screen devices, HUD/EVS, and plain view cockpits.

Finally, the Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) for Title 14, Code of Federal Aviation Regulations (14CFR) Part 60, Flight Simulation Device Initial and Continuing Qualification and Use, was published in the Federal Register in September 2002 and the public comment period closed in February of this year.  Due to the significant amount of public comment, the FAA has elected to charter an Aviation Rulemaking Committee (ARC) to consider changes to the proposed rule and recommend a revised proposal to the Associate Administrator for Certification and Regulations.  The ARC met in August and has agreed on changes to the basic rule language and will meet again in October to propose changes to the Part 60 Qualification Performance Standards (QPS).  Once the Associate Administrator accepts the changes, the proposed rule will have to once again pass through the various channels of the U.S. government for coordination.  It is anticipated the final rule will be published in January 2005 and become effective twelve months there after, approximately January 2006.  This delay in the effective date will allow the ARC to recommend additional changes, if necessary, to the QPS and the FAA to revise Part 60 prior to the effective date.

