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Mr. Ron Shoulars

Vice Chairman, Simulator Technical Issues Group
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Dear Messrs. VanDerZouwen and Shoulars:

In light of the recent events that have impacted our industry so heavily, it is not surprising that many simulator sponsors are searching all avenues for ways in which to ensure the best return for the dollars they spend.  We may be able to assist in that effort in a small way by authorizing extensions on discrepancies that do not necessarily impact flight crewmember training, testing, or checking.  

One way in which we may provide some relief to sponsors is to grant an extension of the date required for updating simulator FMS data.  This data is normally updated on approximately 28-day intervals and our extension would allow a 60-day grace period during which the FMS data may actually be “out-of-date.”  This extension would be granted on the condition that the sponsor make a simulator logbook entry when the data became “out-of-date” stating that the expired data has been reviewed and will not negatively affect the training, testing, or checking activities to be accomplished in that simulator.  This same entry would be authorized one additional time for the succeeding 28-day cycle.  Alternatively, if the expired data would have such a negative effect, a restriction would be required to be placed on the use of the affected navigation aid or the affected navigation or approach procedure in that simulator.  This practice would provide for a single FMS data update approximately each calendar quarter and, therefore, provide some measure of cost relief to these sponsors.

If anyone has a question about this interim policy, you may contact any of the National Simulator Program Staff at any time.  Please feel free to disseminate this information as you may deem necessary.

Sincerely,

/Signed By/

Ed Cook, Manager
