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Introduction
This Specia Airworthiness Information Bulletin (SAIB) aerts you, owners and operators of POL SKIE

ZAKLADY PZL M 18A model airplanes modified by installing a Lycoming T53-L7A and Hamilton
Standard 53C51 model propeller approved under an FAA Form 337 “Field Approval” process.

Applicable AirplaneModel List: PZL M18 series

Background

Recently, the FAA has been made aware that certain owners and operators of POLSKIE ZAKLADY PZL
M18A model agricultural use airplanes certificated to 14 Code of Federa Regulations (CFR) Part 23,

have modified their airplanes by removing the existing radia piston engine and associated propeller, and
installing an uncertificated Lycoming T53-L7A turboprop engine and Hamilton Standard 53C51 model
propeller with associated systems. The source of the engine, propeller, and associated systems are surplus
military OV-1B “Mohawk” model airplanes. The modifications have been granted FAA Form 337 “Field
Approvas’ for operation in the restricted category.

The FAA is aware that six airplanes have been modified in this way and have been granted FAA
Approvals without complete findings of compliance to the following regulations:

14 CFR Part 23 Subpart-Powerplant (Gerera)

23.901(e)(1),(2) Installation

23.903(a)(1,)(2),(f),(g) Engines

23.905(a) Propellers

23.907(a)(1),(2),(3) Propeller vibration

23.955(f) Fuel Flow

23.1155 Turbine engine reverse thrust and propeller pitch settings below the flight regime

It should be noted that there may aso be nortcompliance with other applicable airworthiness regulations.



Recommendation

These modifications violate the 14 CFR Part 23 requirements for the use of certificated engines and
certificated propellersin 14 CFR Part 23 airplanes, as well as other certification requirements. All
owners/operators of PZL M18 model series airplanes who have modified their airplanes in this way
should be aware of the potential certification deficiencies, which could lead to an unsafe airworthiness
condition. It isrecommended that these modifications be removed, and the affected airplanes returned to
aproper FAA Approved configuration.

For Further Information Contact
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