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Federal Avi ation Adm nistration

Notice of public nmeetings on Notices of Proposed Rul emaki ng on
Grand Canyon National Park

AGENCY: Federal Aviation Adm nistration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION:  Noti ce.

SUMVARY: The FAA will hold public neetings on two notices of

proposed rul emaki ng (NPRMs) that were published in the Federal

Regi ster on July 9, 1999. Those notices are: Modifications of the

D nensi ons of the Grand Canyon National Park Special Flight Rules

Area and Flight Free Zones, and Comrercial Air Tour Limtation in

the Grand Canyon National Park Special Flight Rules Area. The FAA

will also receive coments on the draft environnmental assessnent

(EA) associated with these rul emaki ngs, which was al so published in

the Federal Register on July 9, 1999. The purpose of these

meetings is to provide an additional opportunity for the public to
comment on the proposals.

DATES AND TIMES: The neetings will be held on Tuesday, August 17,
1999, beginning at 9:00 a.m and on Thursday, August 19, 1999,

begi nning at 9:00 a. m
ADDRESS: The neetings wll be held at the follow ng | ocations:

August 17, 1999 - The dine Library Assenbly Hall (Building 28) on
t he canpus of Northern Arizona University, Knoles Drive, Flagstaff,

Ari zona.



August 19, 1999 - Room 241 in the Frank and Estella Beam Hall on
the canmpus of the University of Nevada at Las Vegas, 4505 South

Maryl and Par kway, Las Vegas, Nevada.

Persons unable to attend the neetings may send their comrents on
the NPRMs in triplicate to: U S. Departnent of Transportation
Dockets, Docket No.(the docket nunber on the NPRMs), 400 Seventh
Street, SW Washington, DC, 20590. Comments may al so be submtted
electronically to the Rul es Docket by using the follow ng Internet
address: 9- NPRM CMIS@ aa. gov Comrent s must be marked Docket No.
FAA- 99-5927 (Commercial Air Tour Limtation in the G and Canyon
Nat i onal Park Special Flight Rules Area) or FAA-99-5926
(Modification of the Dinensions of the Gand Canyon National Park
Special Flight Rules Area and Flight Free Zones), as appropriate to
the NPRM Comments on both NPRMs or on the EA should reference

bot h docket nunbers.

Comments may be exam ned in Room Pl aza 401 weekdays, except

Federal holidays, from10:00 a.m to 5:00 p. m

Witten and electronic comrents to the docket will receive the

sanme consideration as statenents nmade at the public neeting.



FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON CONTACT: Requests to present a statenent
at the public neeting on either of these NPRMs or EA, or questions
regarding information on the |ogistics of the nmeeting should be
directed to Mark Lawyer, Federal Aviation Admnistration, Ofice of
Rul emaki ng (ARM 107), 800 | ndependence Avenue, SW, Washi ngton, DC
20591, tel ephone (202) 493-4531; fax (202) 267-5075; enai

mar k. | awyer @ aa. gov.

Techni cal questions concerning the NPRVs shoul d be directed to:

For the Airspace Modification NPRM - Joe Wiite, Airspace and
Rul es Program Air Traffic Airspace Managenent Program Federal
Avi ation Adm nistration, 800 |Independence Ave., Washi ngton, DC

20591. Tel ephone: (202) 267-8783.

For the Comrercial Air Tour Limtation NPRM - Al berta Brown,
Air Tranportation Division, Flight Standards Service, Federal
Avi ation Adm nistration, 800 I ndependence Avenue, SW Washi ngton,

DC 20591. Tel ephone: (202) 267-8321.

Questions on the draft environnental assessnent (EA) shoul d be
directed to Tina Hunter, ATA-300, Federal Aviation Adm nistration,
800 | ndependence Ave., SW Washi ngton, DC 20591; tel ephone (202)
267-7685.

SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORVATI ON:

Backgr ound:



The purpose of the neetings is for the FAA to receive comments
on two Grand Canyon National Park proposed rules and associ at ed
draft EA. Comments fromthe public at these neetings should be
directed specifically to the proposed rules cited above or the

draft EA.

The notices of proposed rul emaking to be discussed at the

public neetings were published in the Federal Register on July 9,

1999. The Airspace Mdification NPRM proposes to nodify flight-

free zones to accommodat e concerns expressed by Native Anericans

and al so to accommpdate a new route structure. Maps showing this
new route structure are nmade avail abl e through a notice of

avai lability that was published in the Federal Register on July 9,

1999; maps also will be available at the public neetings. The
Commercial Ar Tour Limtation NPRM proposes to limt the nunber of
commercial air tours that could be conducted in the Special Flight
Rul es Area (SFRA) of GCNP. It also contains a reporting

requi renent for all commercial flights, not just air tours, that

are being conducted in the SFRA

The notice of availability for the draft environnental
assessnment was issued on July 2, 1999, and published in the Federal

Regi ster on July 9, 1999.

The cl osing date for comments on the proposals and the draft

EA is Septenber 7, 1999. 1In order to give the public an additional



opportunity to coment on the proposed rules and the draft EA the

FAA i s conducting these public neetings.

Persons interested in obtaining a copy of the Grand Canyon
proposed rules or the draft EA should contact the person listed in

t he FOR FURTHER | NFORVATI ON CONTACT secti on.

Participation at the public neeting

The FAA will explain the purpose and background of the NPRMs and

the EA at the beginning of the public neetings.

Persons who wi sh to present oral statenents at the public neeting
on the Grand Canyon National Park proposals or draft EA nust
contact the FAA no | ater than August 9, 1999. Such requests shoul d
be submtted to Mark Lawer as listed in the section titled "FOR
FURTHER | NFORVATI ON CONTACT" and shoul d include a summary of the
oral comments to be presented and an estimate of the tinme needed.
Requests received after August 9, 1999 will be scheduled if tine is
avai |l abl e; however, the nane of those individuals may not appear on
the witten agenda. The FAA will|l prepare an agenda of speakers.
This agenda will be available at each neeting. To accommodate as
many speakers as possible, the amount of tinme allocated to each
speaker may be |l ess than the amount of tinme requested. Those
persons desiring to have avail abl e audi ovi sual equi pnment shoul d

notify the FAA when requesting to be placed on the agenda.



Publ i c nmeeting procedures

The foll ow ng procedures are established to facilitate the public

nmeeting on the NPRMs and draft EA:
1. There will be no adm ssion fee or other charge to attend or

to participate in the public neetings. The neetings will be open
to all persons who have requested in advance to present statenents
or who register on the day of the neetings (between 8:30 a.m and
9:00 a.m), subject to availability of space in the neeting room

2. Representatives fromthe FAA and National Park Service
(NPS) will conduct the public neetings. A panel of experts will be
present to explain the NPRMs and receive information presented by
partici pants. The FAA chairperson will explain procedural rules
specific to these neetings in an introduction at the begi nning of
each neeti ng.

3. The public neetings are intended as a forumto seek
additional data and to obtain clarification of supporting
met hodol ogies fromthe industry. Participants nust limt their
presentations and subm ssions of data to the issues of the NPRVs
and the draft EA.

4. The nmeetings wll offer the opportunity for all interested
parties to present additional information not currently avail able

to the FAA and NPS.



5. The FAAwill try to accommpdate all speakers; therefore, it
may be necessary to limt the time available for an individual or
group. The August 17 neeting may be extended to the evening, if
necessary, to accommobdate speaki ng requests. |If practicable, the
nmeeti ngs may be accelerated to enable adjournnent in |less than the
time scheduled. Once all speakers have been call ed upon and al
att endees have had an opportunity to comment, the neetings wll
adj ourn.

6. Sign and oral interpretation can be nade avail able at the
nmeetings, as well as an assistive |listening device, if requested
10 cal endar days before each neeting.

7. The neetings will be recorded by a court reporter. A
transcript of the neetings and all naterial accepted by the panel
during the neetings will be included in the public docket, unless
protected fromdi sclosure. Each person interested in purchasing a
copy of the transcript should contact the court reporter directly.
This information will be avail able at each neeti ng.

8. The FAA will review and consider all information presented
by participants at the public neetings. Position papers or
material presenting views or information related to the draft NPRVs
may be accepted at the discretion of the presiding officer and wll
be subsequently placed in the public docket. The FAA requests that

presenters at the neetings provide 10 copies of all materials to be
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presented for distribution to the panel nenbers; other copies my
be provided to the audience at the discretion of the presenter.

9. Statenents nmade by nenbers of the panel are intended to
facilitate discussion of the issues or to clarify issues. Comments
made at these public neetings will be considered by the FAA before
maki ng a final decision on issuance of any final rule.

10. The neetings are designed to solicit public views and nore
conplete information relevant to the NPRVMs under consideration.
Therefore, the nmeeting will be conducted in an informal and

nonadver sari al manner.

| ssued i n Washi ngton, DC, on July 14, 1999

/Sl 1da M Kl epper

lda M KI epper

Acting Director, Ofice of Rul emaking



