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March 12, 2003

Subject:   GPS - Pilot Certification and Proficiency Checks

Background:  The following includes an issue that was raised regarding the use of GPS equipment which may or may not be installed in a airplane/simulator/flight training device during the training and testing of an operator’s pilots in their approved (135/121) training program.  In general, among our TCPM ranks there are a variety of interpretations of the PTS involving GPS training and checking.  This has led to a general review by AFS-200 and AFS-800 of the requirements for GPS training, checking and testing.  The following describes the situation that brought about this review:

· Pilots employed by an FAA certificated air carrier under going initial training with a 142 certificated training center 

· 142 Training Center was   contracted to conduct the operators approved training and checking programs

· The air carrier is not authorized to conduct GPS approaches

· The 142 Training Center’s flight training devices and simulators have GPS equipment installed

· The ATP and Aircraft Type Rating PTS for Airplane, “Aircraft and Equipment Requirements for the Practical Test” (page 11) states:  “If the aircraft/flight training device/flight simulator has a GPS properly installed, the applicant must demonstrate GPS approach proficiency.”

Parts 135/121 Air Carrier Operators

Question:  When conducting an air carrier approved training program (situation above):  Does the pilot when receiving initial training/checking have to demonstrate GPS proficiency in the simulator/FTD?   DEPENDS   (Ref: 61.157)

Interpretation:  Part 61.157 ( c ) states, in pertinent part, that the flight crew-member “. . . need not comply with the requirements of Paragraph (b) of this section if the applicant presents a training record that shows satisfactory completion of that certificate holder’s approved PIC training program for the aircraft type rating sought.”    61.157 (b) points to 61.157 (c) to further indicate that the same applies to the issuance of an initial ATP.  This rule, therefore, permits the issuance of an initial ATP as well as the addition of a Type Rating to a certificate based on the satisfactory completion of an air carrier’s approved training program.  It effectively makes Part 121, Appendix F the controlling document with respect to the required maneuvers necessary for the issuance of an ATP/Type Rating.   This also holds true with regard to flight crew-members operating under Part 135, wherein 135.341 (a) requires that the air carrier flight crew-member training consist of  “. . . approved training program . . .that is appropriate to the operations to which each pilot . . .  is to be assigned. . .”  In both instances, it is the training record showing satisfactory completion of that certificate holder’s approved PIC training program that leads to the issuance of an ATP and/or Type Rating. 

Part 91 Operators.

Question:  When conducting a practical test for pilot certification or a Part 91 operator’s 61.58 check:  Must the operator demonstrate GPS proficiency in the aircraft/simulator/FTD during their 61.58 check?   DEPENDS   (Policy clarification below)

Policy:  Although we recognize the impact of changing technology on the aviation industry, it is the responsibility of the individual pilot/operator to ensure they are knowledgeable and skilled in the use of the equipment appropriate to the type of operation to be conducted.  There is no plan to require training centers to install GPSs in their approved training devices in order to ensure that all ATP/Type Rating applicants are trained and tested in “. . .airplanes/simulators/FTD for the purpose of demonstrating approach proficiency on GPS.”   Enforcing training and testing requirements on equipment not installed in an operator’s aircraft that is as variable as GPS (with one aircraft type having as many as 22 different makes/models of GPS) does not afford any type of standard for the certification of airmen.   Likewise, it does not necessarily create a safe or knowledgeable operator of GPS, as that would certainly depend on the type of GPS, and the individuals level of proficiency and recency of the training.  We do feel it is appropriate to test the applicant on GPS procedures when the airman has enrolled in an approved 14 CFR part 142 training course that includes GPS training, and when the simulator/FTD has an approved and operable GPS.  

This is not to discourage pilots from acquiring training on the principles of GPS, as all can appreciate the value and future of this technology.  However, the controlling factor which determines what training, checking, and testing elements are required in airplanes/simulators/FTD for Part 91 operators DEPENDS on the actual equipment installed in the operators aircraft and/or the type of training the individual contracted, not on what may or may not be installed in a particular simulator or FTD. 

Summary

Changes will be made to the ATP and Aircraft Type Rating PTS on page 11, “Aircraft and Equipment Requirements for the Practical Test.”   The last sentence of the first paragraph will be replaced with the following: 

“If the practical test is conducted in the aircraft and the aircraft has an operable and properly installed GPS, the applicant must demonstrate GPS approach proficiency when asked.  If the applicant has contracted for training in an approved course that includes GPS training, and the airplane/simulator/FTD has a properly installed and operable GPS, the applicant must demonstrate GPS approach proficiency when asked.   When a practical test is conducted for a 14 CFR Part 121/135 operator, the operator’s approved training program is controlling.” 
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