Handbook Change on the Use of Checklists

Industry training center managers have expressed their concerns regarding the review and acceptance of checklists that vary from those in their approved training programs.  To insure a standard approach to Part 91 operator checklists, the following changes to FAA Order 8700.1, page 150-7, (4) (d) with subtopics will appear in the next revision.  In the interim, you are asked to make and pen and ink change that will remove existing paragraph (d), including subparagraphs, and replace it with the following:

The aircraft operating checklists used in flight simulators, flight training devices, and aircraft, in approved training center programs are accepted as courseware for use in those programs.  

The manufacturers checklist will be the standard for approving all Part 142 training programs.   A variety of revised checklists have been presented to training center instructors by Part 91 operators as a result of their desire to improve the flow of the manufacturer’s checklist, to match equipment added or changes in their aircraft, or to standardize the fleet.  These revisions have not always been in the best interest of safety, as removing, moving, or adding an item can create an unintentional unsafe result.  It is, however, acknowledged that training with the checklist that the client commonly uses is the most effective method of training.  Should the training center choose to accommodate an operator by permitting the use of a checklist that is not a part of the center’s courseware, the client must identify all differences from the center’s checklist and submit that for review to a TCPM, TCPPM, or other operations inspector knowledgeable and appropriately rated in the make/model/series of aircraft.   The operator must provide the center with the inspector’s signed statement indicating the inspector has “no technical objections to the checklist.” The signature must be requested in sufficient time for FAA response, recommended 30 days prior to training, and provided to the training center in sufficient time to insure instructor and TCE familiarization in the use of that checklist.  It should be recommended to the operator that the signature associated with the checklist should be retained for future use at training centers

