
Policy Regarding 121/135 Checks Conducted by 142 Training Centers

This policy memo is in response to requests from industry and FAA to explain the training and checking requirements for instructors and Training Center Evaluators (TCE) who have been approved by a certificated air carrier’s Principal Operations Inspector (POI) to conduct pilot training, checking, and testing under Parts 121/135.  AFS-800 and AFS-200 agree that HBAT 98-11 must be complied with when authorizing a center to train, check, or test pilots requiring initial, transition, and or upgrade ground training of section 135.345 and or 121 Subpart N.  HBAT 98-11 has been in effect since March 3, 1998, and we are issuing this policy statement in order to reinforce the provisions of that bulletin.   

NOTE:  The subjects contained in section 135.345 are the required initial and recurrent training (through 135.351) and testing items of section 135.293 (a) (2) – (8). 

Bulletin 98-11 states in Paragraph 3.E. that instructors and TCEs are NOT to conduct training, checking, or testing in areas that they have not been trained. Typically training centers only provide aircraft specific training to their instructors and TCEs.  For instructors and TCEs to receive authority to train, check, or test subjects other than aircraft specific, they must be trained and qualified by the air carrier in those areas.

AFS-200 and AFS-800 are working jointly to draft a Notice that will clarify many issues, including those addressed in HBAT 98-11.  In the interim the guidance contained in HBAT 98-11 must be followed.  This may be accomplished by limiting the authority of instructors and TCEs to test only those areas that are aircraft specific, i.e. section 135.293(a)(2)(3).  Some operators may request a training center to provide a check airmen to test areas beyond that normally known as aircraft specific areas, i.e. section 135.293 (a) (4) – (8).   Authority to train, check, and test in non-aircraft specific areas can only be granted if the air carrier provides training to the instructors and TCEs in the subject areas.  All required training must be conducted in accordance with the air carrier’s approved training program.  Once the operator completes the required training, the air carrier must submit prospective check airmen to their POI for approval and inclusion in their training program.

To appropriately implement this policy, TCPMs overseeing training centers who are conducting training and/or checking on behalf of air carriers, must ask the center to carefully review and evaluate their agreement(s) with these air carriers for compliance with HBAT 98-11.  If deficiencies are apparent or suspected, the TCPM should notify the air carrier’s POI.  POIs should also review their operators training programs and agreements with training centers for compliance with HBAT 98-11.  Any deficiencies that are noted should be resolved as soon as possible. 

This is to be considered interim policy until further advised or until the above-mentioned 

AFS-200/800 Notice is finalized.  For questions you may contact Ruth Grasel, AFS-840, (202) 493-4319 or 

Dan Jenkins, AFS-210, (202) 267-5479.
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