	How will this new rule impact you? 

The following questions link to brief summary answers. Each answer also links to the regulation within the final rule that addresses the question in its entirety.

Aircraft Certification 

Pilot, Flight Instructor, and Ground Instructor Certification 

Medical
Repairman 

General Questions 

Aircraft Certification 

I own or plan to purchase an ultralight vehicle. How will this rule affect me?

If you have or plan to purchase an ultralight vehicle that meets the definition of 14 CFR part 103.1, this rule will have not have any impact on you.

I own or plan to purchase a Standard Category Airplane that meets the definition of Light-Sport Aircraft.  How will this rule affect me?

If you have or plan to purchase a Standard Category Airplane that meets the definition of Light-Sport Aircraft (i.e certain Piper Cub or Aeronca Champ models):

· The aircraft remains a Standard Category Aircraft.  You cannot change the aircraft airworthiness certificate to Special Light-Sport (SLSA) or Experimental Light-Sport (ELSA).

· You cannot modify (e.g. via propeller change STC) an aircraft to meet the definition of Light-Sport Aircraft.

· You may operate the aircraft as a Light-Sport Aircraft.  This means you can be the Pilot-in-Command of the aircraft if you are an appropriately rated holder of a sport pilot certificate.

I have built or plan to build an Experimental Amateur-Built Aircraft that meets the definition of Light-Sport Aircraft.  How will this rule affect me?

If you have built or plan to build an Experimental Amateur-Built Aircraft that meets the definition of Light-Sport Aircraft:

· The aircraft remains an Experimental Amateur-Built Aircraft.  You cannot change the aircraft airworthiness certificate to Special Light-Sport (SLSA) or Experimental Light-Sport (ELSA).

· You are the manufacturer and can modify (e.g. propeller change) your aircraft to meet the definition of Light-Sport Aircraft.

· You may operate the aircraft as a Light-Sport Aircraft.  You may act as Pilot-in-Command of the aircraft, if you hold a sport pilot certificate or are exercising those privileges.
I own or plan to purchase a light-sport aircraft before January 31, 2008.  How will this rule affect me? (14 CFR Part 21.191(i)(1))
If your aircraft or the aircraft you plan to purchase doesn’t meet the definition of ultralight vehicle in 14 CFR part 103, you would have to:

· Apply to register your aircraft with the FAA 

· Have your aircraft inspected by the FAA (or representative of the FAA) 

· Be issued an experimental, light-sport airworthiness certificate before January 31, 2008.

· The FAA will not issue any experimental light-sport airworthiness certificates, under 21.191(i)(1) after January 31, 2008.

I’d like to buy a ready-to-fly light-sport aircraft and use it for training and rental.  How would this proposal affect me? (14 CFR part 21.190)
If you buy a U.S.-manufactured, ready-to-fly light-sport aircraft after the effective date of the final rule and intend to use it for training or rental, you could apply for a special airworthiness certificate in the light-sport category.  To get the certificate, you would have to do the following: 

1. Present the following information to the FAA: 

· The manufacturer’s statement of compliance; 

· The aircraft maintenance and inspection procedures; 

· The aircraft operating instructions; and 

· The aircraft flight training supplement. 

2. Register the aircraft with the FAA; and 

3. Have the aircraft inspected by a representative of the FAA. 

4. Imported light-sport aircraft must provide the same information as required above and the following additional information under 14 CFR 21.190(d):

· Evidence that the country of manufacture has an agreement in a country that has an applicable agreement with the United States
· Evidence that the aircraft make and model is eligible for an airworthiness certificate, flight authorization, or other similar certification in its country of manufacture.

I would like to buy a light-sport aircraft kit.  How will this rule affect me? (14 CFR part 21.191(i)(2))
If you buy a light-sport aircraft kit, you would have to do the following to be able to operate your assembled aircraft:

1. Assemble the kit according to the Manufacturer’s Assembly Instructions.  You do not have to fabricate and assemble 51% or more of the aircraft as you would for Experimental Amateur-built.

2. Apply for an experimental airworthiness certificate for the purpose of operating light-sport aircraft 

3. Present the following information to the FAA: 

· The kit manufacturer’s statement of compliance 

· Evidence that the kit is an eligible kit

· Evidence that the kit was assembled per the Manufacturer’s Assembly Instructions 

· The aircraft maintenance and inspection procedures;

· The aircraft operating instructions; and 

· The aircraft flight training supplement 

2. Register the aircraft with the FAA. 

3. Have the aircraft inspected by a representative of the FAA.

I manufacture complete light-sport aircraft.  How will this rule affect me? (14 CFR part 21.190) 
If you manufacture aircraft that meet the definition of Light Sport Aircraft intended for certification as a special, light-sport aircraft (SLSA), you would have to—

· Design, manufacture, test, provide manuals, and support those aircraft in accordance with standards developed by a consensus of industry and accepted by the FAA (consensus standards); 

· Complete a Statement of Compliance for each aircraft (by aircraft serial number) and attest that the aircraft complies with the applicable consensus standards (See 14 CFR 21.190(c) for what the statement of compliance must contain);

· Develop and make available an aircraft maintenance and inspection procedures manual;

· Develop and make available an aircraft operating instruction manual; and

· Develop and make available an aircraft flight training supplement 

· Manufacture the aircraft either in the United States or in a country that has an applicable agreement with the United States. 

I manufacture light-sport aircraft kits.  How will this rule affect me? (14 CFR part 21.190, 21.193(e), 21.191(i)(2))  

If you manufacture aircraft kits, intended to be assembled by the purchaser into aircraft eligible for certification as an experimental light-sport aircraft (ELSA), you would have to—

· Manufacture at least one ready-to-fly aircraft and be issued a Special Light-Sport Aircraft (SLSA) Airworthiness Certificate for that aircraft.  This enables you to manufacture kits of the same aircraft model and provides evidence that this is an ‘eligible kit’.

· Design, manufacture, provide manuals, and kit assembly instructions in accordance with standards developed by a consensus of industry and accepted by the FAA (consensus standards);

· Complete a Statement of Compliance for each kit (by aircraft serial number) and attest that the kit complies with the applicable consensus standards (See 14 CFR 21.190(c) for what the statement of compliance must contain);

· Provide complete assembly instructions; and 

· Make available the supporting documentation (developed as part of being issued the SLSA Airworthiness Certificate above) applicable to the finished aircraft.

Does this proposal impose any requirements on the light-sport aircraft industry? (14 CFR part 1.1, 21.190) 
Yes, industry would have to work with the FAA to develop consensus standards governing the following:

· Aircraft design and performance;

· Aircraft required equipment;

· Manufacturer’s System for Quality assurance;

· Completed aircraft production acceptance test procedures;

· Aircraft Operating Instructions;

· Aircraft Maintenance and Inspection Procedures;

· Aircraft Kit Assembly Instructions;

· Manufacturer’s Systems for Aircraft Continued Airworthiness; and

· Identification and recording of major repairs and major alterations.




Pilot, Flight Instructor, and Ground Instructor Certification 

What are the eligibility requirements for Airman Certificates – Student, Sport pilot, and Flight Instructor? (14 CFR Part 61)

	      To be eligible for a…
	You must be able to read, speak, write, and understand English and be...

	Student pilot certificate “seeking a sport pilot certificate”,
	At least 16 (or 14 if you are applying to operate a glider or balloon). 

	Sport pilot certificate,
	At least 17 (or 16 if you are applying to operate a glider or balloon).

	Flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating,
	At least 18; and Hold a current and valid sport pilot certificate or a current and valid private pilot certificate issued under 14 CFR part 61.


If you can’t read, speak, write, and understand English due to medical requirements, the FAA may place limitations on your certificate as are necessary for the safe operation of light-sport aircraft.
You must hold and possess while exercising the privileges of a student pilot certificate “seeking a sport pilot certificate” or a sport pilot certificate, when operating other than a glider or balloon (14 CFR part 61.3):
· A current and valid U.S. driver’s license; or 

· A current and valid medical certificate issued under 14 CFR part 67. 

While exercising the privileges of a flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating and while acting as pilot in command of a light .sport aircraft other than a glider or balloon, you must hold and possess (14 CFR part 61.3, 61.23, 61.303) :

· A current and valid U.S. driver’s license; or 

· A valid airman medical certificate issued under 14 CFR part 67. 

If you are using a current and valid U.S. driver’s license as evidence of medical qualification the following conditions must be met:

· You must comply with each restriction and limitation on your U.S. driver’s license and any judicial or administrative order applying your operation of a motor vehicle,

· If you have previously applied for an airman medical certificate, you must not have been denied the issuance of at least a third-class airman medical certificate, 

· If you have held an airman medical certificate, your most recent airman medical certificate must not have been revoked or suspended, 

· If you have been granted an Authorization, that Authorization must not have been withdrawn; and 

· You may not use a current and valid U.S. driver’s license in lieu of a valid airman medical certificate if you know or have reason to know of any medical condition that would make you unable to operate a light-sport aircraft in a safe manner.

Note: These provisions apply only if you have held or applied for an airman medical certificate or you have been granted an Authorization.  It does not require the pilot of a light-sport aircraft to apply for an airman medical certificate.  The words “most recent application” refer to the latest medical application that is in on file with the FAA and on which action was taken.  In addition, the words “most recently issued airman medical certificate” refer to the latest airman medical certificate on file with the FAA.  

I would like to fly a light-sport aircraft and I don’t hold a pilot certificate.  How does this rule affect me? (14 CFR part 61 – Subpart J)
You must apply for at least a sport pilot certificate.  First, you must get a student pilot certificate “seeking a sport pilot certificate” (student certificate). To get a student certificate, you will have to—

· Be at least 16 years old (14 years old to operate a glider or balloon); 

· Hold a current and valid U.S. driver’s license; or

· A valid airman medical certificate issued under 14 CFR part 67. 

As a student pilot you will have to accomplish the following:

· Receive and log ground and flight training in specific aeronautical areas; and 

· Meet specific requirements for solo and solo cross-country (14 CFR part 61.87 and 61.93). 

To get a sport pilot certificate, you will have to—

· Be at least 17 years old (16 years old to operate a glider or balloon); 

· Hold a current and valid U.S. driver’s license; or 

· A valid airman medical certificate issued under 14 CFR part 67; 

· Receive and log ground and flight training in specific aeronautical and flight proficiency areas (14 CFR part 61.309 and 61.311); 

· Meet aeronautical experience requirements (14 CFR part 61.313) (typically 20 hours total, 15 hours dual, 5 hours solo); 

· Pass an FAA knowledge test and practical test with an FAA designated pilot examiner (14 CFR part 61.307). 

The FAA will issue you a sport pilot certificate and your logbook will be endorsed authorizing you privileges in that specific category, class, and make and model of aircraft.

If you hold a sport pilot certificate you may operate any make and model of light-sport aircraft in the same category and class and within the same set of aircraft as the make and model of aircraft for which you have received an endorsement. (14 CFR part 61.319)

I’m an ultralight pilot with an FAA-recognized organization. How will this rule affect me? (14 CFR part 61.329) 

The training programs of FAA-recognized ultralight organizations already cover many of the training requirements.  This rule establishes how you will credit your experience toward the aeronautical experience requirements for a sport pilot certificate and a flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating. 

 Link to the table in 14 CFR Part 61.329 (14 CFR part 61.329) to determine how to obtain a sport pilot certificate if you don’t hold a pilot certificate issued under 14 CFR part 61, but you have been flying ultralight vehicles under 14 CFR part 103.

I already have an FAA pilot certificate and want to fly light-sport aircraft.  How will this rule affect me? (14 CFR part 61.303)

If you already have at least a recreational pilot certificate, you will have to—

Use the table in 14 CFR part 61.303 (Link to table14 CFR part 61.303) to determine what operating limits and endorsement requirements in this subpart, if any, apply to you when you operate a light-sport aircraft.  The medical certificate specified in this table must be valid.  If you hold a recreational pilot certificate, but not a medical certificate, you must comply with cross-country requirements in §61.101 (c), even if your flight does not exceed 50 nautical miles from your departure airport.  You must also comply with requirements in other subparts of this part that apply to your certificate and the operation you conduct.

If you want to add category and class privileges for which you do not have an aircraft category or class rating on your recreational pilot certificate or higher, you would have to meet the requirements for the addition of those privileges established under in this proposal. (See next question)

Once I hold a sport pilot certificate, what must I do to fly a different category, class, or make and model of light-sport aircraft?  (14 CFR part 61.321 and 61.323)

To fly an additional make and model of light-sport aircraft, within a different set of aircraft as the make and model of aircraft for which you have received an endorsement, you must receive and log ground and flight training for the additional make and model from an authorized instructor. (14 CFR part 61.323) 

To fly another category or class of light-sport aircraft, you must receive and log ground and flight training specified in §61.309 and areas of operation specified in §61.311 from an authorized instructor, and successfully complete a proficiency check from a different authorized instructor; and 

You must complete an Sport Pilot Airman Application, FAA Form 8710-11, for those privileges and present this application to the authorized instructor who conducted the proficiency check. (14 CFR part 61.321)
The authorized instructor who certifies your proficiency for the additional make and model or category and class privileges would endorse your logbook establishing those specific privileges.

What are the limits that a sport pilot must comply with? (14 CFR part 61.315) 

You must operate a light-sport aircraft in accordance with 14 CFR part 91.  If you hold a sport pilot certificate you may –

A. Act as pilot in command of a light-sport aircraft while sharing the operating expenses of a flight with a passenger, provided the expenses involve only fuel, oil, airport expenses, or aircraft rental fees.  You must pay at least half the operating expenses of the flight; and

B. Not act as pilot in command of a light-sport aircraft:

(1)  That is carrying a passenger or property for compensation or hire.

(2)  For compensation or hire.

(3)  In furtherance of a business.

(4)  While carrying more than one passenger.

(5)   At night.

(6)  In Class A airspace.

(7)  In Class B, C, and D airspace, at an airport located in Class B, C, or D airspace, and to, from, through, or on an airport having an operational control tower unless you have met the requirements specified in §61.325. (14 CFR part 61.325); and  

**For a complete list of limitations Link to (14 CFR part 61.315)  

I would like to become a flight instructor with a sport pilot rating and I do not hold a flight instructor certificate issued under 14 CFR part 61.  How will this rule affect me? (14 CFR Part 61 - Subpart K)

You will have to obtain a flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating.  To get it, you will have to—

· Be at least 18 years old;  

· Be able to read, speak, write, and understand English;

· Hold at least a current and valid sport pilot certificate with the appropriate category and class ratings or privileges;  

· Receive and log ground training in the fundamentals of instruction (14 CFR Part 61.407); 

· Receive and log ground and flight training in specific aeronautical areas (14 CFR Part 61.409); 

· Meet aeronautical experience requirements (14 CFR Part 61.411); and 

· Pass the FAA knowledge tests and practical test with a FAA designated pilot examiner (14 CFR Part 61.405). 

The FAA will issue you a flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating and your logbook will be endorsed authorizing you privileges to provide training in that specific category, class, and make and model of aircraft.

I would like to become a light-sport aircraft instructor and I hold a flight instructor certificate issued under 14 CFR part 61.  How will this rule affect me? (14 CFR Part 61.429)

If you already hold a current and valid flight instructor certificate issued under 14 CFR part 61, you can provide flight training toward a sport pilot certificate without further showing of proficiency subject to the following limitations:  

1. You are limited to the aircraft category and class ratings listed on your existing pilot certificate and flight instructor certificate; 

2. You must have at least 5 hours of pilot in command time in a make and model of light-sport aircraft within the same set of aircraft as the aircraft in which you are providing training; and

3. You must comply with the limits specified in §61.415 (14 CFR Part 61.415) and the recordkeeping requirements of §61.423 (14 CFR Part 61.423). 

Once I hold a flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating, what must I do to provide training in a different category or class of light-sport aircraft?

To provide flight training in another category or class of light-sport aircraft, you must receive and log ground and flight training specified in §61.409 from an authorized instructor, and successfully complete a proficiency check from a different authorized instructor; and 

You must complete an Sport Pilot Airman Application, FAA Form 8710-11, for those privileges and present this application to the authorized instructor who conducted the proficiency check. (14 CFR part 61.321)
The authorized instructor who certifies your proficiency for the additional make and model or category and class privileges would endorse your logbook establishing those specific privileges.

I’m an ultralight flight instructor with an FAA-recognized organization. How will this rule affect me? (14 CFR part 61.429)

If you are a registered ultralight instructor with an FAA-recognized ultralight organization on or before September 01, 2004 and you want to apply for a flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating, not later than January 31, 2008: To get it, you would have to—

· Be at least 18 years old; 

· Hold current and valid U.S drivers license or a valid airman medical certificate. 

· Hold either a current and valid sport pilot certificate, a current recreational pilot certificate and meet the requirements §61.101 (c), or at least a current and valid private pilot certificate issued under this part;

· Meet the eligibility requirements in §§61.403 and 61.23.  

· Need not meet the aeronautical knowledge requirements specified in §61.407, the flight proficiency requirements specified in §61.409 and the aeronautical experience requirements specified in §61.411, 

· Have at least the minimum total pilot flight time in the category and class of light-sport aircraft specified §61.411.

· May credit flight time as the operator of an ultralight vehicle in accordance with (14 CFR 61.52)

· Need not meet the aeronautical knowledge requirement if you have passed the FAA’s or an FAA-recognized ultralight organization’s Fundamentals of Instruction knowledge test; 

· Present upon application a certified copy of your ultralight pilot records from the FAA-recognized ultralight organization.  Those records must: 

1. Document that you are a registered ultralight flight instructor with that FAA-recognized ultralight organization; and 

2. List each category and class of ultralight vehicle that the organization recognizes that you are qualified to operate and authorized to provide training in; and 

3. Pass the knowledge test and practical test for a flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating. 

What are the recent flight experience requirements for a sport pilot certificate or a flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating?
· If you hold a sport pilot certificate, you must meet the recent flight experience requirements in 14 CFR 61.57. (14 CFR 61.57) 

· If you hold a sport pilot certificate, like all other pilots, you must accomplish a flight review  every 24 months. The provisions to meet this requirement are established in 14 CFR 61.56. (14 CFR 61.56)  

· To renew your flight instructor certificate, like all other flight instructors, you must accomplish this every 24 months. The provisions established in 14 CFR 61.197 to renew your flight instructor certificate apply. (14 CFR 61.425) 

· If your flight instructor certificate with a sport pilot rating expires, like all other flight instructors, you may exchange that certificate for a new certificate by passing a practical test.  The FAA will reinstate any privilege authorized by the expired certificate. (14 CFR 61.427) 

What additional privileges do I have if I hold a ground instructor certificate with a basic ground instructor rating? (14 CFR 61.213) 

A ground instructor certificate with a basic ground instructor rating is authorized the following additional privileges: 

1. Ground training in the aeronautical knowledge areas required for a sport pilot certificate or privileges; 

2. Ground training required for a sport pilot flight review; and 

3. A recommendation for a knowledge test required for a sport pilot certificate. 

What additional privileges do I have if I hold a ground instructor certificate with an advanced ground instructor rating? (14 CFR 61.213) 
An advanced ground instructor is authorized the following additional privileges: 

1. Ground training in the aeronautical knowledge areas required for any certificate or privileges to include sport pilot and flight instructor with a sport pilot rating; 

2. Ground training required for a sport pilot flight review; and 

3. A recommendation for a knowledge test required for the issuance of any certificate under 14 CFR subparst J and K, which includes a sport pilot and flight instructor with a sport pilot rating. 

Medical 

 Why does the FAA specify conditions for using a current and valid U.S. driver’s license only for persons whose most recent application for an airman medical certificate has been denied; whose most recently held airman medical certificate was rescinded or revoked; or whose most recent Special Issuance has been withdrawn? 

To clarify that, if your most recent records on file with the FAA indicate that you were found ineligible to exercise airman privileges for medical reasons then, in the interest of public safety, you shouldn’t go out right away and use your driver’s license as medical qualification.  

We understand that these conditions may not have been expected and may disappoint some people.  That was not our intent, nor is it our intent that affected persons would have to maintain an airman medical certificate if they would rather use their current and valid U.S. driver’s license to medically qualify as a sport pilot.  

We ultimately concluded that, in those cases where the FAA has existing knowledge of medical ineligibility, we need the affected person to address it and, hopefully have it resolved.  To meet the intent of the rule, the affected person should apply for reconsideration of their eligibility.  In some denial cases, applicants simply may not have provided enough information to the FAA or may not have supplied information that the FAA may have requested.  In certain other denial cases, applicants may not have exercised their appeal rights  which may have led to certification in some cases.  

The FAA wants to see as many pilots as possible take advantage of this exciting new rule and looks forward to working with individuals seeking to exercise sport pilot privileges.  We also intend to work with EAA, AOPA, and other industry groups toward that end.   

What if I meet the requirements set forth in the rule that allow me to medically qualify using my current and valid U.S. driver’s license?  When may I use my current and valid U.S. driver’s license as medical qualification? 

Answer:  Provided you meet the requirements and you are qualified to exercise sport pilot privileges using a current and valid U.S. driver’s license, you may do so on September 1, 2004, the effective date of the rule.

What if I already hold a pilot certificate and a valid airman medical certificate?  Do I have to maintain my airman medical certificate if I will only be exercising sport pilot privileges or may I use my current and valid U.S. driver’s license as medical qualification?

Answer:  You may use your current and valid U.S. driver’s license to exercise sport pilot privileges; however, you must hold the required, valid FAA airman medical certificate if you wish to exercise private pilot (or higher) privileges.

What if I know (or suspect) that I have a significant medical condition and I hold (and have been able to maintain) a current and valid U.S. driver’s license?  Am I authorized to exercise sport pilot privileges provided I otherwise qualify?

Answer:  Long-standing FAA regulation, § 61.53, prohibits all pilots--those who are required to hold airman medical certificates and those who are not--from exercising privileges during periods of medical deficiency.  The FAA revised § 61.53 to include under this prohibition sport pilots who use a current and valid U.S. driver’s license as medical qualification.  The prohibition is also added under §§ 61.23 (c) (2) (iv) and 61.303 (b) (2) (4) for sport pilot operations.  

You should consult your private physician to determine whether you have a medical deficiency that would interfere with the safe performance of sport piloting duties.  Certain medical information that may be helpful for pilots is posted on the FAA website at http://www.cami.jccbi.gov/aam-400A/400brochure.html.
What if I have a life-long, chronic medical condition (e.g., diabetes mellitus) and I have never applied for or held an FAA airman medical certificate and my medical condition has never precluded me from being able to renew my U.S. driver’s license?  Am I authorized to exercise sport pilot privileges provided I otherwise qualify?

Answer:  You should consult your private physician to determine whether you have a medical deficiency that would interfere with the safe performance of sport piloting duties.  You may exercise sport pilot privileges provided you are in good health, your medical condition is under control, you adhere to your physician’s recommended treatment, and you feel satisfied that you are able to conduct safe flight operations. 

What if I resubmit my application and, ultimately, I am certified?  Must I continue to renew my medical or may I use my current and valid U.S. driver’s license as evidence of medical qualification?

If you are ultimately certified then you are no longer on record with the FAA as having had your most recent application denied or your most recently held FAA airman medical certificate suspended or revoked, etc.  Therefore, it is not necessary to maintain airman medical certification thereafter to exercise sport pilot privileges provided you hold a current and valid U.S. driver’s license and provided you otherwise qualify.

What if I hold a Special Issuance?  Is that considered denial of an application for an airman medical certificate?

Answer:  No.  Special Issuance is not considered the denial of an FAA airman medical certificate.

Approximately how many applicants for third-class airman medical certificates are denied?

Over the past 3 years, the number of denials of third-class airman medical certificates has ranged from approximately 2000 to 2500 per year based on approximately 135,000 to 140,000 applications for third-class airman medical certification per year.  Most of these denials resulted because of a failure of the applicants to provide sufficient information for the FAA to make a favorable decision.  

Repairman (Light-sport Aircraft)

Who can perform maintenance, which includes inspections, on a ready-to-fly aircraft with a special, light-sport airworthiness certificate? (14 CFR 65.107) 
The following persons could perform maintenance and preventive maintenance on an aircraft with a special light-sport airworthiness certificate: 

1. an appropriately rated mechanic, 

2. an appropriately rated repair station, and 

3. a repairman (light-sport aircraft) with a maintenance rating.  Certificated pilots could also perform preventive maintenance. 

Who can perform inspections on an aircraft with an experimental, light-sport airworthiness certificate? (14 CFR 65.107) 

The following persons could perform inspections on an aircraft with an experimental, light-sport airworthiness certificate: 

1. an appropriately rated mechanic, 

2. an appropriately rated repair station, and 

3. a repairman (light-sport aircraft) with a maintenance rating.  Additionally, if you want to perform inspections on your own experimental aircraft, you would have to obtain a repairman certificate (light-sport aircraft) with an inspection rating. 

How do I get a repairman certificate (light-sport aircraft) with a maintenance or inspection rating? (14 CFR 65.107)

To get a repairman certificate (light-sport aircraft), you would have to—

· Meet certain eligibility requirements relating to age, language, and citizenship or residency; 

· Demonstrate the requisite skill to determine whether a light-sport aircraft is in a condition for safe operation; and 

· Meet the requirements for one of the following ratings: 

For an inspection rating, you would have to—

· Complete a 16-hour training course on the inspection requirements of the particular class of light-sport aircraft. 

For a maintenance rating, you would have to—

· Complete a training course on the maintenance requirements of the particular class of light-sport aircraft. 

· For airplane class privileges--120-hours,

· For weight-shift control aircraft class privileges—104 hours,

· For powered parachute class privileges—104 hours,

· For lighter than air class privileges—80 hours,

· For glider class privileges—80 hours.
General Questions 

What is a consensus standard? (14 CFR 1.1) 
Consensus standard means, for the purpose of certificating light-sport aircraft, an industry-developed consensus standard that applies to aircraft design, production, and airworthiness.  It includes, but is not limited to, standards for aircraft design and performance, required equipment, manufacturer quality assurance systems, production acceptance test procedures, operating instructions, maintenance and inspection procedures, identification and recording of major repairs and major alterations, and continued airworthiness. 

What is a light sport aircraft? (14 CFR 1.1) 
Light-sport aircraft means an aircraft, other than a helicopter or powered-lift that, since its original certification, has continued to meet the following:

(1)  A maximum takeoff weight of not more than––

(i)  660 pounds (300 kilograms) for lighter-than-air aircraft;

(ii)  1,320 pounds (600 kilograms) for aircraft not intended for operation on water; or 

(iii)  1,430 pounds (650 kilograms) for an aircraft intended for operation on water.

(2)  A maximum airspeed in level flight with maximum continuous power (VH) of not more than 120 knots CAS under standard atmospheric conditions at sea level. 

(3)  A maximum never-exceed speed (VNE) of not more than 120 knots CAS for a glider. 

(4)  A maximum stalling speed or minimum steady flight speed without the use of lift-enhancing devices (VS1) of not more than 45 knots CAS at the aircraft’s maximum certificated takeoff weight and most critical center of gravity. 

(5)  A maximum seating capacity of no more than two persons, including the pilot.  

(6)  A single, reciprocating engine, if powered.  

(7)  A fixed or ground-adjustable propeller if a powered aircraft other than a  powered glider.

(8)  A fixed or autofeathering propeller system if a powered glider. 

(9)  A fixed-pitch, semi-rigid, teetering, two-blade rotor system, if a gyroplane. 

(10)  A nonpressurized cabin, if equipped with a cabin.

(11)  Fixed landing gear, except for an aircraft intended for operation on water or a glider.

(12)  Fixed or repositionable landing gear, or a hull, for an aircraft intended for operation on water.

(13)  Fixed or retractable landing gear for a glider.

What is a powered parachute? (14 CFR 1.1) 

Powered parachute means a powered aircraft comprised of a flexible or semi-rigid wing connected to a fuselage so that the wing is not in position for flight until the aircraft is in motion.  The fuselage of a powered parachute contains the aircraft engine, a seat for each occupant and is attached to the aircraft’s landing gear.

What is a weight-shift-control aircraft? (14 CFR 1.1) 
Weight-shift-control aircraft means a powered aircraft with a framed pivoting wing and a fuselage controllable only in pitch and roll by the pilot’s ability to change the aircraft’s center of gravity with respect to the wing.  Flight control of the aircraft depends on the wing’s ability to flexibly deform rather than the use of control surfaces.

