NORTHWEST MOUNTAIN REGION - AIRPORTS DIVISION 

Environmental Checklist

 Revision # 3     APRIL 1, 2004

(Red Vertical Bar Indicates Revision)

CONTACT THE ADO ENVIRONMENTAL SPECIALIST BEFORE USING THIS FORM
	               Airport:  
	     

	Project Description:
	     

	 
	

	Proposed Start Date of Project:
	     

	
	

	Purpose & Need:
	     

	
	


Directions:  The person preparing this form should have knowledge of the environmental features of the airport and general impacts of the project.  Although some responses may be obtained from the preparer’s own observations, previous environmental documents or research may be cited.  Some of the best sources for information are the jurisdictional federal, state and local resource agencies responsible for the impact categories.  When a project involves land that has not previously been disturbed (by construction), the ADO requires a specialist review the categories of cultural resources, wetlands, and threatened and endangered species.  Please contact the ADO environmental specialist if you have questions.

An electronic version of this form is available upon request.

	FOR EACH YES OR NO ANSWER: PROVIDE DOCUMENTATION USED AS THE BASIS FOR THE DETERMINATION

TO PLACE AN “X” IN THE YES OR NO BOXES BELOW, PLACE THE CURSOR OVER THE BOX AND LEFT CLICK YOUR POINTING DEVICE.  DO THE SAME TO UNDO A MISTAKEN ENTRY.

	CONTROVERSY:
	Is the proposed project likely to be highly controversial on environmental grounds?  

A proposed Federal action is considered highly controversial when the action is opposed on environmental grounds by a Federal, state, or local government agency, or by a substantial number of the persons affected by such action.  If the action proponent has any doubt whether a given number of opposing persons is “substantial”, or there is a probable risk of litigation, that doubt shall be resolved by discussion with ADO Environmental Specialist to determine if the action should be processed as a highly controversial one.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis if applicable.       
	
	

	NOISE:
	1.


	Does the project cause the forecast of operations to exceed 90,000 annual adjusted propeller operations or 700 annual adjusted jet operations?


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	
	If no, move on to 2. below.


	
	

	
	
	If yes, have noise contours been prepared?  

If no, prepare noise contours.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	
	Does the project increase noise exposure levels 1.5 DNL or more over noise sensitive areas (residential homes, schools, health facilities, churches, cultural or historic sites) within the 65 DNL contour?

If no, move on to 2. below.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	
	If yes, can mitigation be committed to to reduce the increase to below the

1.5 DNL threshold of significance?  If yes, move on to 2. below.

If no, and mitigation cannot be developed to reduce the impact below the

1.5 DNL threshold, an Environmental Impact Statement will need to be

prepared.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	2.
	Does the project cause an increase or change (from existing conditions) in the number and type of aircraft operations and flight paths that would fly over a National Park Service unit (s) or other 49 U.S.C. Section 303 (c) type properties?

If no, then move on to COMPATIBLE LAND USE.

If yes, contact the ADO for further directions.  


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis if applicable.  (e.g. ALP, Master Plan, noise contours)

     

	COMPATIBLE

LAND USE:
	Is the proposed project reasonably consistent with plans, goals, policies, or controls that have been adopted for the area in which the airport is located?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis if applicable.  (e.g. Master Plan, zoning ordinance, letters from local jurisdictions)

     

	SOCIAL IMPACT:
	Are residents or businesses being relocated?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, how will those being relocated be accommodated?       

	
	Does the project alter surface transportation patterns or cause a degradation of level of service?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, what mitigation is planned?

     

	
	On what basis was the determination made? Reference available documentation to support analysis if applicable.

     

	INDUCED

SOCIO-ECONOMIC

IMPACTS:
	Will the project result in disruption of community? (e.g. change in business and economic activity, impact to public service demands)


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, what mitigation is planned?

     

	
	Are secondary induced impacts (such as changes in population pattern or growth, public service demands, or economic activity expected?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, what mitigation is planned?

     

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis if applicable.

     

	ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
	Will the project cause disproportionately high adverse impacts on minority or low-income populations within the DNL 65 contour? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, what mitigation is planned? 

     

	
	On what basis was the determination made? Reference available documentation to support analysis. (e.g. census data, local statistics)

     

	AIR

QUALITY:
	1.
	Will the proposed project have the potential to increase landside or 

airside capacity, including the capacity to handle additional surface 

vehicles?  If no, move on to WATER QUALITY.  If yes, proceed to 

question 2 in this topic.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	2.
	Is the proposed project within or adjacent to a U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency, defined NON-ATTAINMENT (or maintenance) AREA?  

If no, go to 3. below.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	
	a)  
	If yes to 2 above, is the project exempt from the General 

Conformity regulations published in the Federal Register of 

November 30, 1993?  If yes, go to 3. below. 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	
	b)  
	If no to 2a, is the project accounted for in the State 

Implementation Plan? If yes, no further study is necessary.  Move on to WATER QUALITY.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	
	c)  
	If no to 2b, an air pollutant emission inventory must be prepared to determine if the project will produce, on an annual basis, criteria pollutants exceeding the de minimis levels.  This inventory analysis should include project revisions, intended to reduce the emission inventory to below de minimus levels.  If project emissions cannot be kept below de minimus levels an environmental assessment must be prepared which must also address item 3. below.
	
	

	
	3.
	Are there any “hot spot” surface intersections where the National 

Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) might be exceeded as a result 

of implementing the proposed project?  This is usually an intersection 

that suffers a reduction in the Level of Service (LOS) of two levels 

resulting in an LOS of less than LOS C.

     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes to 3., an intersection air quality analysis must be prepared including an analysis of how planned mitigation will reduce the project concentrations to below the NAAQS.  If pollutant concentrations cannot be kept at or below the NAAQS an environmental assessment must be prepared.

      
If no to 3., no further study is necessary.  Move on to WATER QUALITY.



	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis if applicable.

     

	WATER

QUALITY
	Will the proposed project produce water quality impacts to ground water, surface water bodies, public water supply systems, etc?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, what mitigation is planned?

     

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis if applicable.  (e.g. National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit, water quality certification)

     

	SECTION 4 (f)

 [49 U.S.C. 303 (c)] IMPACTS:
	Will the proposed project impact 49 U.S.C. Section 303 (c) [formerly designated DOT Section 4 (f)] resources (publicly owned land from a public park, recreation area, or wildlife or waterfowl refuge of national, state or local significance, or land of an historic site of national, state or local significance)?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If YES, explain how such impacts will be mitigated.  If the impacts cannot be mitigated, 4f applies and an environmental assessment must be prepared. 

     

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis if applicable:

     

	CULTURAL

RESOURCES
	For proposed projects that involve new disturbed ground (ground that has never been dug up or modified in any way) or off airport increases in noise, the following apply, otherwise, move on to BIOTIC COMMUNITIES.
	
	

	
	After consultation with the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), does the SHPO believe that: 
	
	

	
	a)
	significant architectural, prehistoric, historic, archeological, or 

paleontological resources may be lost or destroyed as a result of the 

project.

If no, then move on to b) below.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	
	If yes, then coordinate with the ADO environmental specialist and the SHPO to conduct an appropriate field survey.  Send the survey to the ADO environmental specialist for further consideration.  Did the survey find significant architectural, prehistoric, historic, archeological, or paleontological resources that would be lost or destroyed as a result of the project?  If yes, Section 4f (303) will apply, and an environmental assessment must be prepared.  If no, then move on to b) below.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	b)
	there is Native American tribal interest in the project.  

If no, then move on to c).

If yes, notify the ADO environmental specialist of the tribes involved.  It is the ADO environmental specialist's responsibility to contact the tribal representative regarding project details.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	
	Does the tribe(s) object to the project or suggest some form of mitigation

to alleviate their concerns?  


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	
	Have those mitigation measures been incorporated into the project to 

reduce or eliminate those concerns? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	c)
	the proposed project would impact properties in or eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places?

If no, them move on to d).

If yes, coordinate with the ADO environmental specialist and the SHPO to conduct an appropriate field survey.  Send the survey to the ADO environmental specialist for further consideration.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	
	Did the survey find that properties in or eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places would be impacted as a result of the project?  If yes, Section 4f (303) will apply, and an environmental assessment must be prepared.

If no, then move on to d.), below.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	d)
	Off airport noise impacts related to a), b), and c) above should be explained under NOISE.
     

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis if applicable.  (e.g. survey results, letters from SHPO)

     

	BIOTIC

COMMUNITIES
	Will the proposed project impact plant communities and/or cause the displacement of wildlife?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If YES, explain how such impacts will be accommodated.

     

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Available documentation to support analysis if applicable  (e.g. letters from state/federal agencies)

     

	ENDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES
	1.
	Does the proposed project have the potential to impact federal and state listed endangered or threatened species or their habitat?


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	2.
	Has the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) or National Marine Fishery Service (NMFS) been contacted to acquire lists of endangered or threatened species that may be impacted by the project?  If, no, then contact the services to get the lists, if any.

     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	3.
	Are there listed species in the area?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	4.
	Are the critical habitats of listed species adversely impacted?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes to either 3. or 4., then a biological assessment must be prepared.  An environmental assessment may also need to be prepared.

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis if applicable:

     

	Essential Fish Habitat (EFH)
	Does the proposed project have the potential to impact fish habitat protected under the Magnuson-Stevens act (ID, OR, WA)?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, has an Essential Fish Habitat assessment been prepared and consulted upon with the National Marine Fisheries Service?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	Are the habitats of listed species adversely impacted?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, what conservation measures must be incorporated into the project design?

     

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference Available documentation to support analysis if applicable:

     

	Migratory Bird Act
	Does the proposed project have the potential to adversely impact birds protected by the migratory bird treaty act?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, are the habitats of listed species adversely impacted?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, what conservation measures have been incorporated into the project design?

     

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference Available documentation to support analysis if applicable:  

     

	WETLANDS
	Will the proposed project impact wetlands (traditional [meaning wet ground]

or desert washes, clay pans, and playas)?


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	a)
	If no, then move on to FLOODPLAINS.  


	
	

	
	
	If yes, move on to b).


	
	

	
	b)
	Has the proposed project area been surveyed for wetlands as described above?


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If no to b), a wetland delineation study must be done in consultation with the ADO and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.



	
	If yes to b., has the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) concurred on the wetland delineation?  Explain how such impacts will be mitigated.  

     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference Available documentation to support analysis if applicable:  (e.g. 404 permit, consultation with the Corps, wetland delineation report and Corps verification report)

     

	FLOODPLAINS
	Will the proposed project impact floodplains?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference Available documentation to support analysis if applicable:  (e.g. 404 permit, consultation with the Corps, floodplain delineation report)

     

	COASTAL ZONE          MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
	Is the proposed project consistent with the approved state Coastal Zone Management (CZM) Program Plan?


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If no, then the project sponsor and FAA will need to consult with the state and Federal CZM offices and document the outcome in an environmental assessment.

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference Available documentation to support analysis if applicable:  (e.g. state CZM plan)

     


	COASTAL BARRIERS DO NOT APPLY TO THE NORTHWEST MOUNTAIN REGION


	WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS
	Would the proposed project affect any portion of the free-flowing characteristics of a Wild and Scenic River or a Study River, or any adjacent areas that are part of such rivers, listed on the Wild and 

Scenic Rivers Inventory?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If Yes, explain how such impacts will be mitigated.

     

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis if applicable:
     

	FARMLANDS
	Will the proposed project impact prime or unique farmlands?  Has the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) been contacted to determine if the proposed project will impact prime or unique farmlands?


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If there are prime or unique farmlands impacted, has the  Farmland Protection Policy Act form AD-1006 process be completed and project adjustments been made the preferred alternative, if necessary?

     

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis if applicable:  (e.g. Farmland Impact Rating Form)

     

	ENERGY SUPPLY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
	Will the proposed project impact energy supply of natural resources in a detrimental manner?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If YES, explain how such impacts will be mitigated. 

     

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis if applicable:

     

	LIGHT EMISSIONS
	Will the proposed project produce light emission impacts? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If YES, how will such impacts be mitigated?

     

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis if applicable:

     

	SOLID WASTE IMPACT
	Will the proposed project produce solid waste impacts?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If YES, how will such impacts be mitigated?

     

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis if applicable:

     

	CONSTRUCTION IMPACTS
	Will the proposed project produce construction impacts, such as increases in localized noise levels, reduce localized air quality, produce erosion or pollutant runoff, or disrupt local traffic patterns?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If YES, explain how such impacts will be mitigated?

     

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis if applicable:

     

	Hazardous Materials
	Is there reason to believe the proposed project will be constructed in an area that contains hazardous materials?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, explain how such impacts will be mitigated.

     

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis if applicable:

     

	CUMULATIVE IMPACTS
	When considered together with other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future development projects on or off the airport, federal or non-federal, would the proposed project produce a significant cumulative effect on any of the environmental impact categories above?  

     
SEE ATTACHMENT #1 TO THIS CHECKLIST FOR FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS RELATED TO THIS TOPIC.

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis if applicable:       


###

Preparer Certification

I certify that the information I have provided above is, to the best of my knowledge, correct.

	
	
	     

	Signature
	
	Date


	     
	
	

	Name, Title
	
	Phone


	     

	Affiliation


Airport Sponsor Certification

I certify that the information I have provided above is, to the best of my knowledge, correct.  I also recognize and agree that no construction activity, including but not limited to site preparation, demolition, or land disturbance, shall proceed for the above proposed project(s) until FAA issues a final environmental decision for the proposed project (s) and until compliance with all other applicable FAA approval actions (e.g., ALP approval, airspace approval, grant approval) has occurred.

	
	
	     

	Signature
	
	Date


FAA Decision: 

Having reviewed the above information, certified by the responsible airport official, it is the FAA’s decision that the proposed project (s) or development warrants environmental processing as indicated below.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The proposed project has been found to qualify for a Categorical Exclusion as provided by FAA Order 5050.4A, airport Environmental Handbook, Chapter 3, paragraph 23.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The proposed project exhibits conditions that require the preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA) (List subject areas e.g. noise, water quality, threatened and endangered species etc.) 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The following additional documentation is necessary for FAA to perform a complete environmental evaluation of the proposed project


	
	     

	
	     

	
	     

	
	     

	
	     

	
	     

	
	     

	
	     

	
	     

	
	     


Project Reviewed and Recommended by:

	     
	
	     

	FAA Environmental Specialist
	
	Date


Approved:

	     
	
	     

	FAA Approving Official
	
	Date


Form Date:  APRIL 1, 2004

Attachment #1 to ANM Environmental Checklist 

26. CUMULATIVE IMPACT. (FROM FAA ORDER 5050.4A) and amended by the St. George, Utah, Washington, D. C. Circuit Court Decision of May 24, 2002

a.  In determining whether an [environmental assessment (EA), ANM addition] environmental impact statement (EIS) is required for a proposed Federal action, it is necessary to consider the overall cumulative impact of the proposed action and the consequences of subsequent related actions.  CEQ 1508.7 states that "'Cumulative impact' is the impact on the environment which results from the incremental impact of the action when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions regardless of what agency (Federal or non Federal) or person undertakes such other actions.  Cumulative impacts can result from individually minor but collectively significant actions taking place over a period of time."

b. CEQ 1508.25 defines three types of actions to be considered in determining the scope of an [EA] or EIS: "(a) Actions (other than unconnected single actions) which may be: 

(1)  Connected actions, which means that they are closely related and therefore should be discussed in the same [assessment] or impact statement.  Actions are connected if they:  (i) Automatically trigger other actions which may require [assessments] or environmental impact statements, (ii) Cannot or will not proceed unless other actions are taken previously or simultaneously, and (iii) Are interdependent parts of a larger action and depend on the larger action for their justification. 

(2)  Cumulative actions, which when viewed with other proposed actions have cumulatively significant impacts and should therefore be discussed in the same impact statement. 

(3)  Similar actions, which when viewed with other reasonably foreseeable or proposed agency actions, have similarities that provide a basis for evaluating their environmental consequences (sic) together, such as common timing or geography.  An agency may wish to analyze these actions in the same [assessment] or impact statement.  It should do so when the best way to assess adequately the combined impacts of similar actions or reasonable alternatives to such actions is to treat them in a single impact statement."

c.  For airport actions, the effect of a number of decisions about a complex of projects can be individually limited to the extent that a finding of no significant impact or categorical exclusion would appear to be appropriate for each project; however, when considered together, the projects may exceed the threshold values in paragraph 47e.  In both environmental assessments and environmental impact statements, the total proposal must be considered.  In the context of the CEQ Regulations, the total proposal includes the proposed action and all other actions reasonably related to it in time and probability.  

The following are some examples: 


(1) Land acquisition and a future runway extension. 

(2) Runway extension and road relocation, when the road needs to be moved to accommodate the extension. 

(3) Grading for an Instrument Landing System (ILS) and future installation of the ILS.

(4) Apron work for terminal area relocation which necessitates highway rerouting, which in turn involves housing relocation. Terminal area relocation is the principal action justifying the project, but the effect on community disruption or other impacts due to the highway or housing relocation must be included in assessing the total proposal. 

(5) An initial runway extension and a second phase extension which is part of a firm development program or reasonably foreseeable in the near future. 
 

d. In determining when to consider the effects of actions by other agencies in the airport vicinity, the potential for combined significant impact shall be evaluated. For example, new highway construction and airport expansion in combination may create significant air quality impacts. Extensive earth moving from more than one project may combine to cause severe erosion or flooding.

e. For further detail on the treatment of present and related future actions, see Chapter 10 of FAA Order 5050.4A.
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