�AIP FY 99 (OR 4 PARTS EQUAL A WHOLE)

Lisa Lesperance



The Airport Improvement Program (AIP) for this fiscal year (1999) was probably one of the most challenging to date.  This “yearly” program was legislated under four separate “mini-programs,” if you will, each with its own funding levels and deadlines.  When all was said and done, the AIP was a program with a national appropriation level of $1.9B, as compared to $1.7B in fiscal year 1998.



During this fiscal year, New England Region issued a total of 77 new grant offers totaling $64M in federal dollars.  As you may recall, the four phases of this AIP were 10/1/98 - 3/1/99; 3/2/99 – 5/1/99; 5/2/99 – 8/6/99; and 9/29/99 – 9/30/99.  The following depicts how many grants were issued by:



	3/1/99	 1

	5/1/99	38

	8/6/99	25

	9/30/99	13



It is important to remember that only discretionary grants were subject to the set forth deadlines.  Grants using exclusively passenger entitlement funds or state apportionment funds were able to accept grant offers right up until September 30th.   In actuality, we issued three new grants in the last phase of this year’s AIP.  The majority of the other 10 depicted were issued mid to late August.



Of the $64M, approximately $31M was discretionary money received in various amounts through each phase.  Below is the type and amount of federal funds granted by state.  Note here that entitlement and state apportionment amounts may include prior year funds that were available for use in fiscal year 1999.



	State App.	Entitlement	Discretionary



CT	$1.7M	$4.6M	$0.00

ME	$1.2M	$5.6M	$3.6M

MA	$2.8M	$7.0M	$4.4M

MPA	$0.00	$5.4M	$3.1M

NH	$1.2M	$2.1M	$4.6M

RI	$0.6M	$3.0M	$14.3M

VT	$0.00	$5.4M	$1.3M



This did prove to be another successful AIP.  We would like to thank all of you for your cooperation in meeting these

��challenges.  At this time, you should be meeting with your respective project manager and beginning the scoping process for 2000 projects.



world Wide Web debut

Denise Poirier



The New England Region, Airports Division is pleased to announce that our web site is up and running.  We view this web site as a communication tool so that our customers will have quick and easy access to information. The web site came about, in part, as a result of our recent customer satisfaction assessment.  You are invited to take some time and explore our site where you can download Advisory Circulars, forms, previous issues of the Airport Flyer, and much more.  The address is http://www.faa.gov/region/ane/ane600/index.html.  If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions, please send e-mail to denise.poirier@faa.gov.



nEW GRANT ASSURANCES

Lisa Lesperance



What is a new millennium without new Assurances?  The grant assurances for Airport Sponsors have been updated.  The effective date of the current assurances is 9/99 and should be included in all grant applications from here on in.



Why the change?  There have been two regulatory program changes that affect the Airport Improvement Program: Disadvantage Business Enterprise (DBE) and audit requirements.



As you may recall, the new DBE regulation, Part 26, became effective during the summer of 1999.  Assurance C.37. requires sponsor compliance with this new regulation.  Please be aware, however, that compliance for concessions only is regulated under Part 23.  This distinction is contained in the updated assurances.



In June of 1997, the OMB Circular A-128 audit requirement was superceded by OMB Circular A-133, Audits of States, Local Governments and Non-Profit Organizations.  This reference has been updated in section C.1. of the September 1999 assurances.



If you have not received a copy of these assurances, please contact us and we will provide one to you for reproduction or you may download them from our web site at http://www.faa.gov/region/ane/ane600/index.html.

���fAA HEADQUARTERS HAS NEW ASSOCIATE ADMINISTRATOR FOR AIRPORTS



The Airports organization is pleased to welcome Louise E. Maillett as Acting Associate Administrator for Airports.  Ms. Maillett replaces Susan L. Kurland, who departed the FAA May 28, to serve as vice president and deputy general counsel to U. S. Airways.



Ms. Maillett’s previous FAA service includes Deputy Assistant Administrator of the Office of Policy, Planning, and International Aviation, as well as Director of the Office of Environment and Energy within that office; and Acting Assistant Chief Counsel, International Affairs and Legal Policy Staff in the capacity of attorney-advisor.  Prior to joining the FAA, Ms. Maillett worked as an attorney for the Peace Corps, and served as a Foreign Service office with the Department of State.  This is the first time Ms. Maillett has worked with a significant regional organization.  She says she has enjoyed her time in Airports, and she looks forward to getting out to meet the folks in the field.



FACTORS IMPACTING DISCRETIONARY GRANTS



The FAA published in the June 9, 1999, Federal Register factors that may impact an airport owner from receiving discretionary funds under the AIP.  These factors are: improper diversion of revenue; lack of submittal of annual financial reports; lack of management of existing grants; and use of entitlement funds on low priority projects as defined by FAA’s National Priority System.  The Federal Register notice is available on the Internet at http://www.faa.gov/arp/arphome.htm.  Click on What’s New!!



ROCKETS FOR SCHOOLS!

Gail Lattrell



New England’s very first rocket launch is about to take off, a thrilling day for future scientists and aviators!  A rare and significant astronomical event is predicted for November 1999.  The Leonid Meteorite Storm will occur and be visible over the Northeastern United States.  The gravity tug of Jupiter will concentrate the debris from the tail of the comet, Tempel-Tuttle, which is in the direct orbital path of the Earth.  The super Loki rocket launched on November 18, 1999, by the Rhode Island Rockets for Schools program will attempt to capture some dust form the comet traveler of deep space.  It is a student project parallel to those already planned by space scientists to capture micron-sized meteorite dust.



Charlestown Ninigret Park in Rhode Island will be the site of the launch that will feature hot air balloons, bottle rockets, aircraft, and a Viper-Dart Launch.  It is sponsored by the Rhode Island Aviation and Space Education Council and the Aerospace States Association.  There will be a flight simulator, NASA models, exhibits from the Frosty Drew Observatory, Daniel Webster College and Boeing, among others.  ��It will be a wonderful day of aviation, space, and science.  Everyone is welcome!  The action starts at 9:00 a.m.  Please call Sheila Bauer at 781-238-7378 or Gail Lattrell at 781-238-7615 for more information or access the web page at http://users.efortress.com/mudbug/.  The web page will be updated continuously until November 18, 1999.



welcome to the airports family



Congratulations to Lisa Lesperance, Airports Program Specialist, and husband, Jack, on the birth of their daughter, Morgan Elizabeth, born on September 23, 1999.  Both mom and baby are doing great!



Disadvantaged business enterprise program on the World Wide Web

John Iberg



We would like to announce that the Department of Transportation (DOT) has changed the front page of their web site.  Now the easiest way to access information on the DBE Program is as follows: http://www.dot.gov.  Click on Office of the Secretary, then Transportation Policy.



NEW ADVISORY CIRCULAR FOR STANDARDS FOR AIRPORT MARKINGS

Laurie-Jane Hyman



The long awaited update to Advisory Circular (AC) 150/5340 is now available.  AC 150/5340-1H was signed on August 31, 1999 and is available on our web site at http://www.faa.gov/region/ane/ane600/index.html.



The changes: The new AC incorporates guidance and clarifications that were previously distributed to airports through the SAMS system.  A requirement for the use of glass beads has been added and new standards have been included for:



a)	Surface painted gate identification signs

b)	Surface painted apron entrance point signs

c)	Converting a runway to a taxiway

d)	Intermittent use of a taxiway as a runway

e)	Doubling the size of holding position markings and non-movement area boundary markings

f)	Outlining markings in black on light colored pavements.



Of particular note to 139 airports: Although the application of the AC standards is recommended for all airports, these new standards are the ONLY method of complying for 139 airports. These standards are to be implemented no later than one year from the date of the AC (8/31/99).



AIP and PFC Projects: These standards are also mandatory for all new airport projects, which are under development that will be receiving funds from AIP or PFC.



If you have any questions, call your Project Manager or Certification Safety Inspector.��PROTECTING YOUR AIRSPACE

Bob Siris



Have you ever heard this expression? “If you want it to rain…plan a picnic.”   It can sometimes apply to an airport expansion project.  It never fails that when you finally have your plans laid out for a new runway extension, it’s then that a cellular phone company will propose to build a large communications tower right in the approach.  Since your runway extension was only planned and not existing there is really nothing you can do…Or is there?



Under the obstruction evaluation process, FAA Form 7460, FAA can make determinations of “hazard” or “no hazard” on proposals to construct towers and buildings near or on an airport.  Although FAA’s determination is advisory, it may still inhibit a proponent from getting insurance for the structure, which in turn, may result in the proposal being scrapped.  Also, FCC will usually not issue a frequency certificate unless FAA blesses the proposal from an aviation safety standpoint during the obstruction evaluation process.



FAA’s ability to analyze a proposed tower is only as good as the airport/runway data that’s in our database. If we don’t know about your proposed expansion plans and if they are not shown on the ALP, then we won’t be in a position to help protect your future Part 77 surfaces.  To help protect your public-use airport from encroachment, we need accurate runway end coordinates and runway end elevations for both existing and planned runways.  We can then use this information to protect the FAR Part 77 imaginary surfaces.  To protect public use airports, we update our database whenever we receive an Airport Layout Plan (ALP) or FAA Form 7480, Notice of Landing Area Proposal, with new coordinates.  We validate the coordinates, runway length, runway azimuth, and ensure the horizontal datum used is NAD83 and the vertical datum is MSL.  We then enter the runway end and Airport Reference Point (ARP) coordinates, elevations, etc, into our obstruction evaluation database.  The database is used by FAA’s Air Traffic and Airports Divisions to evaluate new airport proposals, as well as proposed towers and buildings to be constructed near an airport.



Our automation program uses this data to check for penetrations to the primary surface, approach surface, transitional surface, horizontal surface, and conical surface.  If any surfaces are penetrated, the program will specify where the penetration is and how much it penetrates.  Inaccurate data could be overly restrictive to a proponent and the result could be that we would call the structure a hazard when it is not.  Or worse yet, it could provide a favorable determination to a structure that actually penetrates a FAR Part 77 surface.



If a new public use airport is planned, it is critical to submit FAA Form 7480, Notice Of Landing Area Proposal with the planned runway end coordinates and airport/runway elevations.  At an existing airport, if you are planning a runway extension or upgrading a runway from a visual to instrument runway, your airport layout plan must depict a proposed drawing of the “future” airport configuration.  Few plans actually spell out proposed coordinates and elevations for the runway ends, but this is very important. ��It is understandable that during the planning stage you probably can’t pinpoint what the new coordinates or elevations may be, but a ballpark estimate is still helpful.  As long as we have a rough idea of what the future end coordinates and elevations might be, we can protect most of the necessary airspace from encroachment.



So, check your ALP.  If future coordinates and elevations are not shown, then the FAA is probably not protecting the airspace for that extension.  If you want FAA to protect those surfaces for the future, you may need to get your engineering consultant to roughly calculate some new NAD 83 coordinates and elevations for any proposed runway changes.  Then you can forward that information on to us here at the Airports Division and we’ll make sure it gets into the system.



Also, keep in mind that the planning process is a good time to educate the local community on the protected airport surfaces.  If your local planning and zoning people are aware of an airport’s Part 77 surfaces, they may not be so quick to allow construction of structure that may be a safety hazard to the airport.  This is particularly important because it will be the local municipalities, not the FAA, who will ultimately give a building permit to the proponent.



So, don’t let it rain on your picnic.  Help us help you.  If you’re undergoing a master plan update, make sure you include this important data for both existing and proposed runways on the plan.



FAA COURSES

Vincent Scarano



Many of you have asked about the availability of FAA Airports’ courses to non-FAA participants.  There are various courses offered when space is available at the FAA Academy in Oklahoma City, OK.  If you would like information about which courses are available and tuition fees, please contact Ed Chambers at (405) 954-4610 or Charles Carroll at (405) 954-5907.



BOEING DEVELOPS AIRPORT TECHNOLOGY WEB SITE



Boeing's Airport Technology Group has developed a web site to support airlines, aircraft operators, airports, and other individuals participating in the design, construction, and operation of airports.  This site provides access to the Airplane Characteristics for Airport Planning documents for the B/MD/DC series of aircraft, CAD three view drawings of most aircraft, information on Foreign Object Damage/Debris for the airport environment, Aircraft Rescue & Fire Fighting information, and services that the organization provides. The web site is located at http://www.boeing.com/assocproducts/aircompat and is provided without charge. Any questions can be directed to Brad Bachtel, C.M., who maintains the site, at brad.bachtel@boeing.com.��

AIRPORT FLYER



“Airport Flyer” is the newsletter of the FAA, Airports Division, New England Region.  The newsletter is mailed to airport managers, sponsors, consultants, state aviation directors, and FAA regional offices.  “Airport Flyer” can also be viewed on our web site at http://www.faa.gov/region/ane/ane600/index.html.  Comments, suggestions and articles are welcome and may be sent to:



Federal Aviation Administration

Airports Division, New England Region

12 New England Executive Park

Burlington, MA  01803



Editor:  Denise Poirier



E-mail: denise.poirier@faa.gov

FAX (781) 238-7608

Tel. (781) 238-7601
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