�MANDATORY y2K AIRPORT SAFETY INSPECTIONS PROPOSED


Keith Barnett





The FAA is proposing a Special Federal Aviation Regulation (SFAR) that would require operators of airports certificated under 14 CFR Part 139 to identify and address any unforeseen problems with computerized airfield equipment and systems that are date-sensitive.  This SFAR would require these airport operators to conduct a one-time readiness check of certain airfield safety equipment and systems starting January 1, 2000, and report the results of these checks to the FAA.  In addition, this proposal would temporarily revise the time period these airport operators have to repair or replace certain emergency equipment.





An electronic copy of this proposed SFAR is available on the FAA’s web page at http://www.faa.gov/avr/arm/nprm/nprm.htm or the Government Printing Office’s web page at http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara.  Copies of this rulemaking may also be obtained by calling the FAA’s Office of Rulemaking at (202) 267-9680.  For further information, please contact Bob David, Manager of FAA’s Airport Safety and Operations Division at (202) 267-8721.





ANNOUNCEMENT


Keith Barnett





The Airport Safety and Operations Division in our Washington Headquarters recently published the first of a series of newsletters to keep Airport Certification Safety Inspectors and Airport Operators informed of current developments.  The newsletter is representative of FAA’s commitment to serve the airport community and to provide another source of information for them.  Additionally, it will provide a means of sharing concerns and identifying problems.  The first few issues will be dedicated to the subject of runway incursions and VPDs, a problem of growing concern to the aviation community.





While U.S. airports have established and maintained an enviable safety record over the years, due for the most part to responsible, hard working and professional airport personnel, vigilance in addressing issues will help maintain that record.  The Airport Certification Safety Inspectors are the FAA’s first resource for timely and specific information.  The newsletters are intended to help airports and to address issues of importance that are shared by everyone in the airport business.  The newsletter will be posted quarterly on the WEB.  Click on the Newsletter icon on the FAA Airports Home Page.  The address is http://www.faa.gov/arp/arphome.htm.





REMEDIAL TRAINING FOR VEHICLE OPERATORS


Keith Barnett





The number of runway incursions tracked by the FAA has risen significantly in recent years, increasing from 186 in 1993 to 318 in 1997.  This has occurred despite the fact that FAA and industry have undertaken a number of beneficial actions to reduce runway incursions.  As airports become increasingly congested, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and the entire aviation community must pay more attention to the safety of ground operations.  The complexity of today’s operations have the potential for creating unsafe conditions, especially where aircraft, vehicles, and even pedestrians may find themselves on active runways and in direct conflict with arriving and departing aircraft.  Such incidents can have tragic results.





Part 139.329 requires the implementation and training of employees, tenants, or contractors in the safe and orderly access to and operation on the movement areas and safety areas by ground vehicles, including provisions identifying the consequences of noncompliance.  The airport owner/operator of a certificated airport must have the capability to enforce its regulations and will be expected to take action when a vehicle/pedestrian deviation occurs on that airport.  Airport operators are encouraged to require employees and tenants involved in vehicle deviations to undergo a remedial training program.  For further information on any runway incursion program, you are encouraged to contact your Airport Certification Safety Inspector.  Call Keith Barnett at (781) 238-7630 or Laurie-Jane Hyman at (781) 238-7632.
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