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Airport vigilance for FOD in wake of the Concorde accident

The following was originally sent to us from Ben Castellano, Branch Manager of the Safety and Standards branch in Washington.

“By now, you have all probably heard that the culprit under suspicion in the Concorde accident is a piece of FOD.  A recent article reads: 

British Airport Officials Call For Increase in Runway Inspections Heathrow airport chiefs have ordered an increase in runway inspections since last month's fatal Air France Concorde crash, BAA said yesterday.  Investigators probing the Concorde crash have identified the presence of a 40 cm metal strip on the runway at Paris Charles de Gaulle airport as the ''probable'' cause of the tragedy.

Less we ourselves become complacent in dealing with, talking about, writing up violations on FOD, think about this accident and what a piece of metal about 16 inches long can do to an aircraft.  This is also another reason why self-inspection is such an integral part of an airport's part 139 program.

Thank you for all your hard work in continuing to keep seemingly mundane topics, such as FOD, high on your list of priorities.”

Ben Castellano
New Driver Training Program Working Group

As a direct result of the New England Region Runway Safety Conference held in Boston May 16-17, 2000, a new partnership between the FAA and industry has been formed to address driver-training issues in the New England Region. To date the group, representing four divisions of FAA, Airports, Air Traffic, Airway Facilities and Flight Standards and airport management from Waterbury, CT, Providence, RI, Bedford, MA, and Manchester, NH, has met three times.  We are preparing a document on best practices for airport management and a sample syllabus for airport driver training programs that hopefully will be completed and made available to all airports in the region before the end of this calendar year.  For more information, contact Laurie Hyman at Laurie.Hyman@faa.gov.  In a related matter, we were pleased to see that Logan Airport has recently contracted with AAAE to produce a new state of the art interactive training video for ground vehicle operators.  For more information, contact Jim Martin at AAAE at jim.martin@airportnet.org
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Runway Safety Program RIATs 

The New England Regional Team of the Runway Safety Program has made a commitment to conduct Runway Incursion Action Team (RIAT) meetings as all towered airports in the region during FY 2001.  FAA will be coordinating with airport management and local tower managers at Part 139 and General Aviation Airports to set up these RIATs.    The purpose of a RIAT is to meet with all users of the airport, (including: airport tenants, private pilots, CFIs, Chief Air Carrier Pilots, airport operations and maintenance personnel, etc) to review the airport layout and procedures and identify areas of concern for the prevention of runway incursions and surface incidents. We will attempt to coordinate the RIATs with the annual 139 inspection at the certificated airports.  Check the Runway Safety Program web site for more in information:

http://www.faa.gov/runwaysafety/

Public Safety Personnel in the Movement Area

On March 31, 2000, the Washington office of Airport Safety issued Certalert 00-01 regarding the operation of public safety personnel and vehicles.  A full reprint of the Certalert is enclosed with this bulletin.  We would like to echo their message.  Aircraft have priority and must always be given the right-of-way.  This does include all emergency vehicles responding to an emergency. We urge you to share this certalaert with your mutual aid responders, airport police and Fire Rescue personnel and verify that the procedures in the ground vehicle section of your ACM and your Airport Emergency Plan support this notice.

NOTAM procedural changes: Snow Notices to Airmen
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On July 7, 2000 the Washington office of Airport Safety and Certification issued a bulletin regarding new guidance in the issuance of snow NOTAMs.  See Notice 3 N7930.63 attached.  Each airport in the New England Region is probably already in the process of reviewing and updating their snow procedures and it is advisable to incorporate this new guidance in to your airport’s snow plan. If you haven’t begun your annual review of your airport’s snow plan, consider this to be your annual reminder. Any questions regarding the issuance of snow NOTAMs should be reviewed with your local Flight Service Station, prior to the first snow event. Contact your certification inspector if you have any additional questions or comments concerning snow procedures.

New Landfill Advisory Circular 

The Washington office of Airport Safety has developed a new Advisory Circular, AC 150/5200-34, Construction or establishment of Landfills near Public Airports, which was signed on August 26, 2000.  This AC is intended for persons considering the construction or establishment of municipal solid waste landfills near airports primarily served by general aviation aircraft AND regularly scheduled flights of aircraft designed for 60 passengers or less.  Generally the new landfill restrictions only apply to landfill sponsors, however, airport operators that are federally obligated under grant assurances must still comply with the landfill siting restrictions of AC 150/5200-33.  Both of these advisory circulars can be downloaded from http://www.faa.gov/arp/150acs.htm.   Related reading materials listed in the new landfill AC, such as the annual report to Congress on wildlife strikes, can be viewed at  http://www.faa.gov/arp/310home.htm 
New ARFF Training Facility in New Hampshire

The State of New Hampshire is under grant from the FAA and has already begun work on the construction of a new Propane Index A- E ARFF Training Facility for the entire New England Region.  The new facility will be located at the New Hampshire Fire Academy in Concord, New Hampshire.  Once completed, this state of the art facility will be capable of training firefighters in a variety of scenarios ranging from the use of hand-lines, to full pump and roll turret application of AFFF, utilizing a 1500 gallon truck with an elevated waterway (snozzle). There will be two mockup aircraft available for training.  One mockup will be used for full live burn with full 360-degree access.  The other mockup will be a Specialized Aircraft Fire Trainer which will provide training in numerous fire scenarios including: Auxiliary Power Unit (APU) fire, Cabin flashover, Cargo hold fire, Electronics fire, Galley fire, Lavatory fire, Port side cabin fire, and Tall engine fire.

The New Hampshire Fire Academy will provide ARFF training professionals utilizing hands-on, classroom and video based training, thus presenting a total training environment. The facility also offers dormitories to accommodate overnight students. This location is anticipated to be the primary resource for experienced firefighters who need to fulfill their annual live fire requirement and for new firefighters working on their initial fire fighting training.  Completion of the facility is expected in late fall 2001.  Prior to the facility opening, we will provide you with contacts at the facility so you can arrange your training schedules.

AIRPORT INSPECTOR  

ASSIGNMENTS

We have realigned some of the airport assignments for airports certificated under Part 139.  The new assignments, effective October 1, 2000 are as follows:

KEITHKeith
LAURIE

Bangor
Bedford 

Hyannis
Boston

Lebanon 
Bridgeport

Manchester 
Burlington

Nantucket 
Danbury

Portsmouth 
Groton

Presque Isle
Hartford 

Providence
New Haven 

Rutland
Portland

Westfield
Vineyard Haven

Windsor Locks
Worcester

General Aviation airports are still assigned by State.  Keith Barnett covers Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont. Laurie Hyman covers Connecticut, Massachusetts and Rhode Island.
Change 6 to Airport Design Advisory Circular 

On September 30, 2000 the Director of Airport Safety and Standards signed change 6 to Advisory Circular 150/5300-13, Airport Design.  The principal changes include: Golf Courses are no longer expressly permitted in the Runway Protection Zone (RPZ); creation of a new surface, the Precision Object Free area (POFA); changes in how threshold siting criteria may be used for various approaches and night operations; and the creation of a new instrument category.  A copy of the AC can be downloaded from the Airports web page at: http://www.faa.gov/arp/arphome.htm

FAA/ AAAE ASOS Training

The Federal Aviation Administration is continuing to work with the American Association of Airport Executives to co-sponsor four Airport Safety and Operations Specialist Schools for year 2001.  These schools provide an invaluable component to the 139 training needed by any airport operations professional.  Speakers at the school include industry and government representatives.  Attendees typically represent different sizes of airports, all types of sponsorship and come from all nine regions of the country. The interaction between these airport personnel offers a rare opportunity to learn and share experiences with operations peers.  Upcoming schools include:

Date
Location
Class

February 11-14, 2001
Phoenix
Basic

April 8-11, 2001
Seattle
Advanced

June 10-13, 2001
Chicago
Basic

November 11-14, 2001
Tampa
Advanced

For more information, contact Craig William’s at AAAE at 703-824-0500 or: aaaemeetings@airportnet.org 


Next Regional Part 139 Seminar 

Everyone has been asking us about the next seminar and we have to admit, “It’s encouraging to see so much interest, but we have no dates yet”.  We are hoping that when the time comes, we might be fortunate enough to tack on to a state or airport agency sponsored event, perhaps sometime in the fall of 2001. One of the factors we considered when choosing to delay the 139 seminar, is our anticipation of the new or revised Part 139 which we expect to be finalized and published sometime during the fall 2001 time frame.  So, let us know what event your group is planing and how we can help to coordinate a 139-breakout session or perhaps even a full day of 139 related activities.  We may consider covering the following areas: the new Part 139 rule, ARFF training exercises, airport driver training and runway incursions.

If we are unable to join another event, we will probably conduct a separate 139 seminar, principally to discuss the revised Part 139 when it is published.
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