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.  Interactive Training Systems
In the 1992 Airport Improvement Program (AIP) reauthorization, interactive training systems (equipment and software) were made eligible.  However, the FAA determined that they would receive a fairly low national priority rating for discretionary funds.  This was in keeping with the concept at the time that training continued to be considered generally an operational cost.

A number of new factors prompted the FAA to revisit the national priority rating for interactive training systems. FAA has placed a high priority on the reduction of runway incursions.  One element that has been greatly elevated is the role of employee training in minimizing instances of runway incursions. Interactive training provides for consistency of message, availability during virtually all hours of the day, allows for recurrent training, and is easily updated. In addition, training is recognized as an important factor in enhancing security at airport facilities.

It was determined that these systems should have a higher national priority rating in order to be consistent with other items that are demonstrated to improve safety and security (such as the ARFF Driver Enhanced Vision System, DEVS) but that are not required by regulation. The FAA is changing the national priority rating associated with these systems.

Based on this new national priority rating, it is anticipated that more systems will be considered for discretionary funding without additional justification.  Advisory Circular 150/5210-18, Systems for Interactive Training of Airport Personnel, provides guidance for the purchase of these systems.  As is the case with other items under AIP, sponsors are reminded that features provided in excess of that identified by the AC can be neither prescribed nor considered in making procurement decisions.  There are many vendors of interactive training systems and the competition requirements of section 18.36 of Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations apply to the acquisition of these systems.  Vendors may provide additional features at their option but cannot be required to do so by the sponsor.  Prescription of such additional features by the sponsor may create proprietary specifications.

Additionally, the number of units comprising these systems must be commensurate with the number of employees to be trained.  Sponsors may be asked to justify the number of units by providing sufficient information in a training plan regarding the numbers, types, and hours of operation in order for the FAA to approve the requirements.

The Congress intends these systems to be used to comply with federally mandated safety and security requirements including airport security (TSA part 1542) and airport certification (FAR Part 139). The Congress further indicated that the provision is not intended to apply to administrative or personnel costs and would include only equipment and the acquisition of training software.

Please contact your FAA planner or project manager for further information.

.  Sign and Marking Supplement (SAMS 18)
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100. For the Purpose of marking a runway precision markings, where is the midpoint of the runway when there is a displaced threshold on at least one end?

The midpoint of the runway is measured between the displaced threshold and the opposite runway end or between the 2 displaced thresholds if both are displaced.

101. If there is a precision approach on only one end of a runway with the other end nonprecision or visual, how would the runway be marked?


There are 2 ways it can be marked:

a. Both sides can be marked as precision approach to keep the symmetry of the runway markings; or

b. The precision approach end would be marked with precision approach markings and nonprecision or visual markings at the other end.  This could mean that the touchdown zone markings may extend past the midpoint of the runway.  The end result would be a nonsymmetrical marking of the runway.  AC 150/5340-1H says that there are no eliminations of the touchdown zone markings when they are installed on only one end of the runway.

102. How are the touchdown zone markings places on a runway with precision approaches on both ends?

The touchdown zone markings are placed symmetrically on both sides of the midpoint keeping the mid 1800 feet (900 feet either side of the midpoint) free of the touchdown zone markings.  Those pairs of markings, which extend within 900 feet of the runway midpoint are eliminated.

As an example, runway 4/22 is 8020 feet long.  It has a displaces threshold on runway 4 of 1300 feet.  There are precision approaches on both ends and runway 22 is the preferred landing runway.  As the runway, measured from the displaced threshold on 4 to the opposite end, is 6720 feet, the midpoint is 3360 feet.  Keeping the 900 feet either side of the midpoint free of markings, this would leave approximately 2460 feet.  A full set of touchdown zone markings extends 3075 feet from the bottom of the threshold markings.  This means that some of the markings will have to be eliminated.  Rather than have to do the math to figure out which markings have to be eliminated, table 3 in AC 150/5340-1H does this for you.  In this example, the 2 pair of single markings would be eliminated.

While in the example above, runway 22 is the preferred runway for landing, it is not appropriate to put a full set of touchdown zone markings on runway 22.  A full set of touchdown zone markings is 3075 feet long.  The runway from the runway 4 displaced threshold to runway 22 is 6720 feet.  Subtracting the 3075 feet from the 6720 feet results in a distance of 3645 feet of which 1800 feet must remain clear of markings.  This means that there is only 1845 feet on the runway 4 side for the runway 4 precision markings.  This would translate into the elimination of the 2 sets of single bars and 1 set of double bars on runway 4.  However, the midpoint of the runway is not free markings.

103. Where is the beginning of the useful runway when the area around the landing lights has been paved?

Recent installations of landing threshold lights has caused confusion over whether pavement used for such installations is considered the beginning of the useful runway.  FAA’s Airways Facilities (AF) Offices and airport operators have been paving areas behind the landing threshold lights to prevent soil erosion and the creation of foreign object debris.  This use of pavement has presented the question of whether the FAA should require airport operators to install a runway threshold bar marking the delineate the beginning of the useful runway, as specified in AC 150/5340-1H, Standards for Airport Marking.  AC 150/5340-1H (13) (a) states a “threshold bar delineates the beginning of the runway that is available for landing when there is pavement aligned with the runway on the approach side of the threshold.”

At airports certificated under 14 CFR Part 139, or involved in a federally-funded runway construction project, the following marking procedures are to be used:

1. If the installation of landing threshold lights requires pavement support and this pavement abuts the threshold of the runway, then that pavement should be considered a part of the lighting installation.  In such instances, the installation of a runway threshold bar is not required.

2. When there is pavement installed in excess of five feet from the landing threshold of the runway:

(a).  And it appears that the pavement may be part of the actual runway; or

(b).  does not have the same weight bearing capacity as the runway, then the installation of the runway threshold bar is required.

ARFF Index Changes

type article as presented in enclosed.  If possible, try to scan in 2 color photos at bottom.  If unable, no problem.

Air Shows at Certificated Airports

Is your airport planning an air show in the near future?  If you are and you hold an airport operating certificate, the FAA Flight Standards District Office will not issue you the FAA Form 7711-1, (Certificate of Waiver or Authorization), until your Airport Certification Safety Inspector (ACSI) has reviewed and concurred with the air show event ground operations plan.

Attached is Airport Certification Program Policy and Guidance # 61 that details the items your ACSI will be reviewing as a part of the air show waiver/authorization process.  If the military is participating in the air show and requires a temporary aircraft arresting system, measures may need to be taken to protect runway safety areas.  Attached is Airport Certification Program Policy and Guidance #59 that provides guidance about the use of arresting systems.

FY 2002 Airport Inspector Assignments

Certificated

Laurie Hyman

Keith Barnett

Hyannis, MA


Bedford, MA
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Boston, MA
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Worcester, MA

Westfield, MA


Lebanon, NH
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Manchester, NH

Danbury, CT


Portsmouth, NH

Groton New London, CT
Bangor, ME

New Haven, CT

Portland, ME

Windsor Locks, CT

Burlington, VT

Providence, RI


Rutland, VT

Presque Isle, ME



General Aviation

All Connecticut

All New Hampshire

All Rhode Island

All Vermont

Down East Maine

Lower and mid Maine

Southern Mass

 
Northern Mass

Aircraft Departing/Landing on Closed Runways

On January 8, 2002, the FAA issued CERTALERT 02-01 as a reminder to airport operators of requirements for marking and lighting a closed runway and procedures for coordinating and notifying airport users of such closures.  A copy of the CERTALERT is attached.
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