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Safety During Construction 
It’s that time of year again, when bidders, contractors and airport operators prepare for airport construction.  Not surprisingly, as a result of the October 31, 2000, crash of Singapore Airlines in Taiwan, there is a heightened concern about the impact of construction activity on airports. In the Taiwan incident, a departing B-747 struck construction barriers and equipment while attempting to take off on a closed runway.  Eighty-two people died in that accident.  Since the 1980s, there has been reportedly, over 250 incidents where pilots have cited construction as a contributing cause.

Construction activity adjacent to aircraft movement areas disrupts the normal flow of airport vehicle routes and normal taxi routes, and may contribute to pilot confusion and deviations. Closed runways, taxiways and vehicle service roads can cause operator confusion if barricades are inadequate or if signs and lighting provide misleading or ambiguous information.  Airport Operators must not only keep aircraft safely out of construction areas, they must also ensure that construction vehicles and equipment remain clear of unauthorized movement areas. Remember: Think Safety First!

This Certbulletin is also available on our web page: www.faa.gov/region/ane/ane600/index


FY 2001 Airport Inspection and RIAT Schedule

The following is the FY2001 schedule for the Airport Certification Team. All dates listed are for the annual certification or periodic compliance inspection unless it says RIAT. We’ll do our best to stick to the schedule, but it may be subject to change.

	April 2001
	

	 17 - 19
	Providence, RI

	17 - 19
	Martha's Vineyard, MA

	20
	Providence RIAT

	23-25
	Boston, MA phase II

	26
	Boston, RIAT

	May 2001
	

	  7 - 
	Hyannis RIAT

	 8 -
	Martha's Vineyard RIAT

	15-16
	Runway Safety Conference

	17-
	New Bedford RIAT

	21-22
	Lebanon, NH

	22
	Nantucket, RIAT

	29 - 31
	Bridgeport, CT

	June 2001
	

	12 -
	Lebanon RIAT

	 12 - 13 
	Hartford, CT

	 13 - 14
	Hyannis, MA

	14
	Hartford RIAT

	 18 - 20
	Nantucket, MA

	 18-20
	Windsor Locks, CT

	21
	Windsor Locks RIAT

	25
	Danbury RIAT

	26 - 29
	Burlington, VT

	28
	Burlington RIAT

	 28 - 29
	Danbury, CT

	July 2001
	

	11
	Danielson, CT

	12
	North Central, RI

	13
	Lawrence, MA

	 16 - 18
	Portland, ME

	19
	Portland RIAT

	  23 - 25
	Presque Isle, ME

	23 - 25
	Groton, CT

	26
	Groton RIAT

	 26 - 27
	Houlton, ME

	31
	Nashua RIAT

	August 2001
	

	1
	Pittsfield, MA

	2
	Orange, MA

	2
	Manchester RIAT

	 6 - 8 
	Bedford, MA

	 7 - 9
	Manchester, NH

	 13 - 14
	Westfield, MA

	16
	Bedford RIAT

	21
	Lyndonville, VT

	 22 - 24
	Bangor, ME

	27-29
	Worcester, MA

	 28 - 29
	Rutland, VT

	30
	Worcester RIAT

	September 2001
	

	 6- 
	Bangor RIAT

	 10 - 12
	New Haven, CT

	11
	Rockland, ME

	13
	Berlin, NH

	17
	Waterbury Oxford, CT

	18
	Meriden, CT

	18
	Auburn, ME

	19
	New Haven RIAT

	20
	Westfield RIAT

	24
	Norwood, MA

	25
	Fryeburg, ME

	26
	Marshfield, MA


Runway Safety Conference 

May 15-16, 2001

You may have already heard about our second annual New England Region Runway Safety Conference. This year the conference will be held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Woburn, Massachusetts.  The purpose of the conference is to raise awareness of issues that are involved with runway safety, to solicit recommendations for improving runway safety and to report on progress made over the past year.  Of particular interest to airport operators will be two of the workshops that will be part of the agenda. One of these will focus on Airport Driver Training and the other on Airport Construction Safety. If you haven’t yet received a conference flyer and registration form, you should be hearing soon from the Regional Runway Safety Program Manager. For more information or to share ideas you may have relating to runway safety, please contact the Runway Safety Program Office: http://www.faa.gov/region/ane/rspo.

Airport Driver Training Guide & Best Practices

In our last bulletin, we told you that as a result of the Runway Safety Conference held in Boston May 16-17, 2000, a new partnership between the FAA and industry was formed to address airport driver training issues in the New England Region. The products developed by the working group are now substantially complete, and will be presented to the region at the Driver Training Workshop during this year’s conference. Members of the working group included representatives from Hanscom Field, Manchester Airport, T. F. Green Airport, Waterbury Oxford Airport and the FAA Airports, Airway Facilities, Air Traffic and Flight Standards Divisions.  The group is looking forward to seeing you at the workshop, presenting the new Driver Training Guide and assisting you in developing new programs or improving your current one.
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Runway Safety Program RIATs 

The New England Region Runway Safety Program Office has made a commitment to conduct Runway Incursion Action Team (RIAT) meetings at all towered airports in the region during FY 2001. The purpose of a RIAT is to meet with all users of the airport to review the airport layout and procedures and identify areas of concern for the prevention of runway incursions and surface incidents. The schedule for RIATs is included with our inspection schedule. Additionally, a special RIAT session for general aviation pilots will be held the same day as the RIATs from 1900 to 2100 hours. Pilots who attend will gain credit from the Wings Program. For more information, contact the Runway Safety Program Office: http://www.faa.gov/region/ane/rspo.

Web Sites

It seems as if everyone has their own web site these days.  Local governments and small organizations are taking advantage of the same technology and marketing conveniences as the big dot-coms. It’s easy to reach users, suppliers, airlines, and regulatory agencies through their web sites and even easier if they can reach you through your web site. Try this, from the National Runway Safety Program Office site at: www.faa.gov/runwaysafety/ 

	You can create your own airport runway safety website, free! 

In an effort to promote safer surface operations, the Runway Safety Program now offers all airports, regardless of size or use, the ability to create their own websites. Airports can now inform the flying public about airport hot spots, local procedures, operations, runways specifications, communications, and much more. Airports will even have the option of posting pictures and diagrams. 
create website


Not only can you create your own airport site (and you don’t have to be a computer guru to do this), you can also link other sites (i.e., airport tenants, FBOs, state aviation organizations) to the airport site. The tools for creating the links are provided. 

Additionally, you may want to add the following list of sites to your ‘favorites list’.   

For Airports series advisory circulars:

http://www.faa.gov/arp/150acs.htm
For New England Airports Division:

http://www.faa.gov/region/ane/ane600
For the American Association of Airport 

Executives (AAAE):

www.airportnet.org
NEW! For Airline Transport Association:

www.airlines.org
For the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association:  

www.aopa.org
From the AOPA site, pilots can link to airport taxi diagrams.  “To reduce runway incursions and improve surface navigation, the AOPA Air Safety Foundation, in conjunction with the FAA Runway Safety Program Office, is pleased to provide airport taxi diagrams for more than 330 of the busiest U.S. towered airports. By special arrangement with Jeppesen Sanderson, Inc., an additional 133 diagrams are now available, pending availability of these diagrams from the FAA. Diagrams are updated regularly, so check before each flight to be sure you have the most current diagram(s).” You may want to check the diagram of your airport on the site to assure that the most current information is made available.  Also check out the AOPA Airport Support Network.

Update on Concord, NH ARFF Training Facility

The New Hampshire Fire Academy Aircraft Rescue Fire Fighting Facility is currently under construction with an October 27, 2001, anticipated completion date.

The $8 million facility will be capable of meeting the training requirements of Index A-E airports. Ninety percent of the funding for this facility comes from FAA grants.

Construction began in early November 2000. Initial phases included site foundation work for the control building.  The fuel spill burn area and the special aircraft fire trainer (mock-up) are due for placement in May 2001.

The first regularly scheduled program is due to be presented in April 2002.  Programs will include FAA required airport firefighting primary and recurrent certification training, aircraft response for structural firefighters and a myriad of other ARFF topics.  You can check the New Hampshire Department of Safety website for updates on the construction and photographs at: www.state.nh.us/safety/fst/arftf.html 

To contact the Academy, you can send them an email directly:

Fireacademy@safety.state.nh.us.
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AAAE Workshops

The Federal Aviation Administration is continuing to work with the American Association of Airport Executives to co-sponsor a variety of workshops, schools and conferences that provide an invaluable component to FAR 139 training.  For a complete list, check the AAAE website.  Here are the highlights.

	Class
	Date
	Location

	Basic & Advanced ARFF
	May 6 –10
	Salt Lake City, UT

	Annual AAAE Conference and Exposition 
	May 20-23  


	New Orleans, LA

	Basic Airport Security
	June 10 -12
	Arlington, VA

	Large Hub Winter Operations Workshop
	June 24 -26
	Chicago, IL

	Airport Post Accident Family Assistance Workshop
	July 15 -18
	Washington, D.C.

	Advanced Airport Safety and Operations Specialist School 

(ASOS)
	July 22 -25
	Seattle, WA

	Basic ASOS 
	August 12 -15
	Chicago, IL

	Aircraft/ Airfield Deicing Conference
	August 26 -28
	Washington, D.C.

	Wildlife Management Conference
	September 30  - October 2
	Austin, TX

	Basic & Advance ARFF 
	October 

7 -11
	Pittsburgh, PA

	Airfield Safety, Signage & Maintenance Management 
	October 14-16
	Salt Lake City, UT





Fire Codes – understood and enforced or sponsor takes heat

Adapted from article by Harold Handke (ANM Certification Inspector)

Federal Aviation Regulation Part 139. 321 (b) states: “Each certificate holder shall establish and maintain standards acceptable to the Administrator for protecting against fires and explosions in storing, dispensing, and otherwise handling fuel. These standards shall address the fire code of the public body having jurisdiction over the airport”.

Most local jurisdictions have adopted standards of the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA 407) or the Uniform Fire Code. However, many fixed based operators may not be familiar with these fire codes.  If an FBO is unfamiliar with the adopted code by the airport, there may be a violation of Part 139.

At general aviation airports, though enforcement of local fire codes may or may not be mandatory, the airport operator should consider including the local fire standards as part of the airport’s minimum standards.  These fire safety standards would protect all of the aeronautical users of the airport, and ensure that fueling facilities were operated in a safe and serviceable condition.

Dangers of Modern Aircraft 

By Mark Chappells, MHT ARFF

We in the aviation community have lived for years with the presumption that commercial aircraft doors could not be opened after the cabin was pressurized.  This presumption holds true with the ‘plug’ style aircraft doors which are common on all Douglas and most Boeing Commercial aircraft. A plug door is one in which the inside door opening is larger than the outside so that the door ‘plugs’ into the opening from the inside.  These doors must first open to the inside and rotate out through the opening or track overhead like a garage door. Once the internal pressure of the aircraft rises above atmospheric pressure, the door can not be opened without first depressurizing the aircraft. What many of us may not be aware of is this does not hold true for the Airbus and Fokker commercial jets and now, the Boeing 777.

These aircraft types do not use a plug configuration.  They use what is similar to a vault door configuration.  These doors close from the outside in and lock with a series of latches around the inside door frame.  If the door latch is released prior to depressurization, the door will open with violent force.  This danger was illustrated on Monday, November 21, 2000, in Miami when a flight attendant opened an Airbus A300 door too early during a planned evacuation.  The flight attendant died from the injuries suffered during the incident.

Airbus and Fokker have installed warning lights that can be seen in the door viewer window, letting personnel inside and outside know if the aircraft is still pressurized.  If you must open a cabin door of an aircraft that has just landed, quickly locate the cabin ‘outflow’ valve and ensure that it is fully open.  This will equalize the interior cabin pressure and allow for safe door operation. If your airport services Airbus or Fokker aircraft, we encourage you to get familiar with the normal and emergency operation of these doors.  Safety of all personnel at the emergency scene is our primary goal.

Surface Painted Signs

Reducing the number of runway incursions is a FAA top priority and among the initiatives implemented to achieve incursion reduction, is the addition of surface painted hold position signs at taxiway/ runway intersections where the taxiway is greater than 200 feet wide. The surface painted sign is supplemental to the mandatory signs on either end of the hold position marking.  Surface painted signs may also be useful at other locations, where pilots have difficulty discerning the location of the holding position. Paragraph 26 in AC 150/5340-1H (Standards for Airport Markings) addresses the use of painted signs at hold lines in general. It does not make a distinction between runway hold positions and ILS hold positions, therefore, the surface painted signs are required where ever the hold line is longer than 200 feet on a taxiway.

Certalert 00-03 – Use of the term “Stopway”

This advisory Certalert was issued by FAA Headquarters in October, 2000, in response to numerous questions received from airport operators regarding clarification in the differences between a designated Stopway and runway safety area.  See the Certalert attached.

C E R T A L E R T

ADVISORY  *  CAUTIONARY  *  NON-DIRECTIVE
FOR INFORMATION, CONTACT CERTIFICATION BRANCH, AAS-310 / (202) 267-8728

DATE:

OCTOBER 10, 2000



             
NO. 00-03

TO:

AIRPORT CERTIFICATION SAFETY INSPECTORS

TOPIC

USE OF THE TERM “STOPWAY
This clarification was developed in response to numerous questions about the definition, designation, and responsibilities associated with the term.

What is a “Stopway”?

The term stopway is defined in 14 CFR part 1 as follows:

Stopway means “an area beyond the takeoff runway, no less wide than the runway and centered upon the extended centerline of the runway, able to support the airplane during an aborted takeoff, without causing structural damage to the airplane, and designated by the airport authorities for use in decelerating the airplane during an aborted takeoff.”

There are three important points in the above definition to bear in mind.  

First, a Stopway is an area beyond the runway, with sufficient strength to support a decelerating aircraft in all-weather conditions.   It is not Runway Safety Area (RSA) and may not be used in lieu of RSA.  The RSA begins at the end of the Stopway, and RSA may not be shortened to accommodate a Stopway.  

Second, it is designated as Stopway.  This means the airport owner/operator determines that a Stopway can be designated and commits to maintaining the area as Stopway, including the appropriate lighting.  For an airport certificated under 14CFR part 139, the designation will be included in the ACM/ACS.  

Third, the existence of a Stopway means that the runway has a declared accelerate/stop distance, even though it may not be published. 

Who can designate a Stopway?

An airport owner/operator has the responsibility for designating a Stopway.  This designation must be in writing.  For certificated airports, this usually involves a revision to the ACM/ACS, which must be submitted for FAA approval.  At non-certificated airports, the designation must be submitted in writing to the appropriate FAA office.  Once accepted, information about a Stopway is recorded on the Airport Master Record (“5010”) under the remarks section.  The FAA publishes the information, which then becomes available to users in the Airport/Facility Directory.  

How is a Stopway used?

A pilot can compute an accelerate/stop distance by summing the available runway length and the stopway length.  This calculation, along with other factors, is used by the pilot to determine aircraft loading and performance requirements.  

_OSB______________________________________                                                   ____________________

Robert E. David,





   Date:  October 10, 2000 

Manager, Airport Safety and Operations Division 
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