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Deicing Fluid Containing Potassium Formate





On December 19, 2001, the FAA issued CERTALERT No.01-04 advising airport operators not to use deicing products containing potassium formate, such as Aviform L50, because it was believed that potassium formate could cause electrical connector corrosion on some Boeing 737 model aircraft. (See CERTALERT 01-04 attached)





On January 11, 2002, the FAA issued CERTALERT No. 02-02, canceling CERTALERT 01-04.  (See CERTALERT 02-02 attached for details)








Airport Diagrams





Have you looked at your airport diagram lately???  Have you checked the listing for your airport in the Airport Facility Directory (A/FD)?  Is it accurate?  Are you sure?  Have you checked Jeppesen, and NOS charts?








Responding to Vehicle and Pedestrian Deviations





Over the past three years, the efforts of the National Runway Safety Program have raised our level of awareness about runway incursions and surface incidents.  All of us in the aviation industry are committed to be part of the solution.  In the airport community, we have partnered with air carriers, Air Traffic, Flight Standards and general aviation to implement specific action items aimed at reducing the incursion risk at our airports.





Although runway incursions caused by vehicles and pedestrians represent less than 25 % of the total number of incursions nationally, when we consider that the majority of operations on the movement area are aircraft movements, we realize how much more we in airports have yet to accomplish.  We already know that improved signs and markings, and enhanced education can bring about significant results. Now, is there anything else that you can do to help reduce vehicle and pedestrian deviations?  Yes, there is.





For every deviation caused by a vehicle or pedestrian, there was a reason that the deviation occurred.  Make it your job to find out that cause.  Look beyond the simple explanations of “Oops, I forgot”, or “Oh, I was confused”, and determine the root cause of the deviation problem.





Was the person who caused the deviation trained?  If not, why not?  If so, did the training include information specific to the nature of incident?  How current was the training?  How qualified was the trainer?  Does the training program need improvement?  If an airport employee caused the deviation, might not other employees who received the same training also be equally confused or unaware if presented by the same set of circumstances?  Does the entire company need to be retrained?  Does the airport’s training program need a major overhaul?  What ground vehicle control or inadvertent entry procedures failed to prevent the deviation?  What procedures should be changed, and what new procedures should be implemented to prevent a future occurrence?





Are the markings clear, unfaded, and un-obscured?  If visibility of markings or signs was a contributing factor to the deviation, have you evaluated the maintenance program of the signs and markings?  Does everyone on your airport, the carriers, the tenants and the controllers at the ATCT, have a common understanding of the boundaries of the movement area?  Is the non-movement area boundary line clearly marked?  Are vehicle service lanes adequately delineated to keep vehicles out of the movement area? 





Every vehicle or pedestrian deviation that is reported by the ATCT at both 139 and general aviation airports will be investigated by the FAA.  If there was a possible violation of FAR 139, your certification inspector may issue a Letter of Investigation.  But regardless of whether or not a violation has occurred, determining cause and taking corrective action is always expected.  Please consider this one final note, if you hear about an incident that has happened at another airport, have you examined your own set of circumstances to determine if you are vulnerable to the same occurrence? 








Air Shows at Certificated Airports





Is your airport planning an air show in the near future?  If you are and you hold an airport operating certificate, the FAA Flight Standards District Office will not issue you the FAA Form 7711-1, (Certificate of Waiver or Authorization), until your Airport Certification Safety Inspector (ACSI) has reviewed and concurred with the air show event ground operations plan.





Attached is Airport Certification Program Policy and Guidance # 61 that details the items your ACSI will be reviewing as a part of the air show waiver/authorization process.  If the military is participating in the air show and requires a temporary aircraft arresting system, measures may need to be taken to protect runway safety areas.  Attached is Airport Certification Program Policy and Guidance #59 that provides guidance about the use of arresting systems.








FY 2002 Airport Inspector Assignments





Certificated





Laurie Hyman		Keith Barnett





Hyannis, MA			Bedford, MA


�Martha’s Vineyard, MA	Boston, MA


Nantucket, MA		Worcester, MA


Westfield, MA			Lebanon, NH


Bridgeport, CT		Manchester, NH


Danbury, CT			Portsmouth, NH


Groton New London, CT	Bangor, ME


New Haven, CT		Portland, ME


Windsor Locks, CT		Burlington, VT


Providence, RI			Rutland, VT


Presque Isle, ME		





General Aviation





All Connecticut		All New Hampshire


All Rhode Island		All Vermont


Down East Maine		Lower and mid Maine


Southern Mass		 	Northern Mass






























































Aircraft Departing/Landing on Closed Runways





On January 8, 2002, the FAA issued CERTALERT 02-01 as a reminder to airport operators of requirements for marking and lighting a closed runway and procedures for coordinating and notifying airport users of such closures.  A copy of the CERTALERT is attached.
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