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The certification inspectors are still finding A-B-C all-purpose fire extinguishers on airport
aprons and airport refueling vehicles. The use of A-B-C dry chemical extinguishers poses
a potential aircraft damage problem for all aircraft service operators. Although A-B-C type
extinguishers have excellent firefighting capability, the monamonium-phosphate chemical
agent melts and flows when it comes into contact with heat. This is how the extinguisher
gets a class A rating. Monamonium-phosphate is highly corrosive to aluminum. When it
contacts hot aluminum and flows down into structural cracks and crevices, it cannot be
washed out as B-C dry chemical agents can. If an A-B-C dry chemical extinguisher is
utilized on an airplane, it is necessary to disassemble the affected areals) piece by piece
and rivet by rivet to accomplish proper cleanup. Failure to do so will result in severe
damage or destruction of the aluminum by corrosion.

The purpose of first aid fire protection (fire extinguishers) is to get control of the fire early
and minimize damage. The use of an A-B-C extinguisher on an aircraft may extinguish the
fire, but still cause as much, or more damage than the fire itsell. We can save the aircraft
from fire, but lose it to the extinguishing agent. This is a serious education problem that
airport operators and aircraft service operators must address. We request that you share
this information with the fueling agents at your airport, and not allow A-B-C extinguishers
to be located where they might be used on an aircraft. Please utilize only B-C extinguishers!
Acknowledgement snd our thapks to Kevin Elmore, ARFF Working Group,
: - o T AT - T T - -
Fuel lesl ;:_21___.!.@_1':1:\_ true k. y Expﬂsgﬁ jﬁfﬁﬂl ti:::l o

i

(XN g

ELIMINATE ONE = ND FIRE

Qperabieasliity=csuchlig =2 ol aieicizls and
materials nstoe heluel. | A widneichB Lol dee el
Are the periodic FIRE SAFETY inspections conducted at your airport ravealing Uhsare conditions like thase 7

N FAA/Grest Lakes Realon - Alrport Coctification Statt



