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Sign panels usually consist of acrylic plastic sheeting with a laminated legend.  Due to the harsh environmental conditions signs are often subjected to, panels will delaminate, fade in color, or become weak over time.   

Many airfield signage projects were completed during the early 1990’s.  According to various manufacturers, the expected useful life of a properly maintained sign face panel is approximately eight years.  Delamination and color degradation are the most prevalent forms of deterioration that are being noticed by inspectors during inspections.

14 CFR Part 139, section 311, outlines the need for an airport marking system that contains signs to identify taxi routes, hold position signs, and various other signs.  These signs must be “properly maintained”, which means replacement of sign panels that are faded, obscured, or otherwise not clearly visible. 

Airport operators are encouraged to make sign panel replacement a priority, once the panel deteriorates to an unreadable condition.  Whenever airfield construction projects are planned, include sign panels.  Remember, panel replacement is AIP eligible and most often included with current airfield construction projects. 

Contact your Airport Certification Inspector for additional information.
[image: image5.wmf]
� EMBED ALEditor  ���





DATE: 01/15/04, NUMBER:  04-06


Sign Panel Replacement
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Do your signs look like this?
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