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With the recent development of LED airport lighting technology, several manufacturers have developed taxiway lighting that meets FAA standards and Advisory Circular 150/5345-46B, Specification for Runway and Taxiway Light Fixtures.  Since introduction of this new lighting system, the FAA has worked closely with manufacturers in obtaining FAA approval for installation at airports around the country.
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Airports in the FAA’s Great Lakes Region have unique 

climatological conditions that limit the use of LED lighting. 

These new systems are designed to be as energy efficient as 

possible, producing far less heat than conventional taxiway 

lights.  For this reason, the manufacturers have developed 

a heating system to be used during winter weather 

operations.  This system will prevent ice and snow 

accumulations on the surface of the prism lenses.   

Build ups of snow and ice would eventually obscure the lighting 

and require constant and consistent attention.

On all new installations of LED taxiway lights at airports in 

the Great Lakes Region, blue heated lenses will be 

required to maintain compliance with FAR Part 

139.311(c), actions required to prevent lighting from becoming 

obscured due to snow or ice.  Blue lenses also provide an 

accurate visual reference for pilots during daylight hours, 

preventing confusion with clear runway lighting.

Numerous LED light manufacturers will be exhibiting at the 19th Annual Great Lakes Region Airports Conference, November 13-14, 2003.  Contact your Airport Certification Safety Inspector with questions regarding the conference or LED systems. 
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