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R E M I N D E R!
As with any complex device, operating conditions, weather, and other extraneous factors may have an adverse impact on the accuracy and efficiency of friction testing equipment used during winter operations at an airport.  For preventative maintenance purposes, manufacturers recommend annual recalibration and recertification by trained manufacturer technicians.  Please follow the manufacturers recommendations when completing the calibration.  This should be accomplished during summer months while the device will not be used.

Currently, there are three FAA approved decelerometer manufacturers as outlined in Advisory Circular (AC) 150/5200-30A, Airport Winter Safety and Operations, appendix 4.  There are also eight FAA approved continuous friction measuring devices outlined in appendix 4 of AC 150/5320-12C Measurement, Construction, and Maintenance of Skid Resistant Airport Pavement Surfaces.  The FAA strongly recommends that airports obtain an electronic friction meter, with printing capabilities, to provide a detailed written record of current airfield conditions, as well as past conditions.

If you have any questions, please contact your respective Airport Certification Inspector.  As always, all current advisory circulars, including changes, are available on the internet at 

http://www.faa.gov/arp/150acs.cfm
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  Winter operations and other important safety related information will be discussed at the next FAA sponsored Advanced ASOS school, May 18-21, 2003, in Austin, Texas. Please plan to attend.
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