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The FAA William J. Hughes Technical Center, Airport and Aircraft Safety Research and Development Division, recently completed an evaluation (reference # DOT/FAA/AR-02/115) of the effectiveness and reliability of conductivity meters as compared to refractometer testing of aqueous film forming foam (AFFF) production.  The results of this evaluation indicate that conductivity-testing methods are more accurate and easier to use than traditional refractometer tests. 

NFPA 412, Standards for Evaluating Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting Foam Equipment, 1998 Edition, recommends the use of conductivity meters.  The FAA Airport Safety and Operations Division recently issued CertAlert 03-01, which contains technical guidance for the use of conductivity meters in evaluating the concentration of AFFF fed to the foam proportioner of a fire fighting system.  The use of conductivity testers is the FAA’s preferred method for evaluating foam-proportioning systems.
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Various conductivity meters were 

evaluated during the course of the 

study conducted by FAA Technical 

Center personnel (see picture right).  

Meters were found to be more 

accurate and easier to use for 

conducting proportion testing than 

traditional refractometer testing.

Attached is a copy of the testing 

guidelines issued in Cert-Alert 

03-01. Additional Information can  

be found on the FAA’s internet 

website at the following address:

http://www.faa.gov/arp/certification/certalert.cfm
[image: image4.wmf]
� EMBED ALEditor  ���





DATE: 03/31/03, NUMBER: 03-11


AFFF  Foam Mixture Testing














FAA / Great Lakes Region – Airport Certification Staff				      �HYPERLINK "http://www.faa.gov/arp/agl/"��http://www.faa.gov/arp/agl/�











� EMBED ALEditor  ���








[image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf]_1011180948

_1069667104

