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Every year, the aviation industry experiences losses exceeding one billion dollars, while endangering countless lives worldwide, when birds and other wildlife collide with aircraft.  To address this ongoing challenge, the Bird Strike Committee (BSC) of USA and Canada present their 4th annual joint meeting, October 22-24, 2002, hosted by the Sacramento County International Airport System.  This annual gathering is of particular interest to civilian and military personnel responsible for airfield operations, wildlife managers, land-use planners, government aviation officials, university researchers, engineers, pilots, aviation industry representatives, waste management operators—anyone interested in reducing wildlife strike hazards.

This year’s program will include 40 technical sessions on topics including wildlife control techniques, new technologies, land-use issues (landfills, wetlands), training, engineering standards, wildlife strike statistics, and habitat management, by speakers from North, Central, and South America, Europe, Asia, and Africa.  In addition, the meeting will feature a keynote address by Professor Emeritus Walter Howard entitled Managing Nature in Today’s World, followed by a Plenary address by Captain Paul Eschenfelder on Mandatory Bird Strike Reporting – The Time Has Come.  The meeting will also have hands-on demonstrations and activities during a field trip to Sacramento International Airport (SMF).  SMF provides an ideal location to address wildlife issues.  The airport is surrounded by bird-rich agricultural and aquatic habitats on the Pacific Migratory-Bird Flyway.  A strike reduction training session rounds out the program.  BSC 2002 will also include vendor exhibits featuring the latest in bird and mammal damage control technologies.

You will find additional details and registration information online at www.birdstrike.org.
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