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At certificated airports, aircraft rescue and firefighting (ARFF) “Index” is determined by the length of air carrier aircraft servicing the airport, and by the number of average daily departures of air carrier aircraft, as outlined in 14 CFR 139.315.  ARFF Index may fluctuate with the introduction of new aircraft and/or a new series of the same aircraft serving your airport. 

It is important that airport management and ARFF personnel are familiar with the lengths of air carrier aircraft operating at their airport, including any anticipated changes.  We are aware of instances where air carriers have not provided timely notification of changes in aircraft servicing a particular market.  A current example is the introduction of Embraer’s new 140/145 Regional Jets, which are approximately 93 and 98 feet in length, respectively.  At an Index A airport, introduction of these new aircraft would trigger an Index “B” ARFF response from the airport operator.  Another example is the Boeing 757-300, which is approximately 178 feet in length, could increase the airport ARFF Index from a “C” to a “D”.  

Be aware of air carrier equipment changes!  A change in ARFF index at the least will generate a requirement for changes to your airport certification manual, but may also prompt the need for additional ARFF staffing and firefighting equipment.

If you have any questions, please call your assigned Airport Certification Safety Inspector.
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Index B requires 1500 gallons of water for foam production (139.317)





Index D requires three ARFF vehicles (139.317)
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