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Pilot reports (PIREPS) and the use of trucks/automobiles to estimate braking action are subjective methods of reporting runway surface conditions.  FAA recommends the use of friction measuring equipment as an acceptable source of information for winter field condition reports.  Airport operators can utilize two types of friction measuring equipment:  decelerometers, or continuous friction measure equipment (CFME).   When used correctly by trained personnel, decelerometer or CFME equipment readings provide “mu” values (coefficient of friction) that will be helpful to air carrier staff, pilots, and airport operators in making safety related operational decisions.

Advisory Circular (AC) 150/5200-30A, Airport Winter Safety and Operations, including Change 4, contains guidelines for friction measuring equipment use at airports, including reporting procedures.   Friction surveys shall be conducted during the following five situations as well as anytime the airport operator believes the information will be helpful in snow removal efforts:

1. Whenever the central 60 feet of the runway, centered longitudinally along the runway centerline, is contaminated over a distance 500 feet or more;

2. Whenever visual runway inspections and/or pilot braking action reports indicate that runway friction is changing;

3. Following anti-icing, de-icing, or sanding operations;

4. At least once during each 8 hour shift, when contaminants are present;

5. Immediately following any aircraft incident or accident on the runway.
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Runway Friction Surveys (Winter Operations)





NOTE:  Contaminants should be removed to the extent practicable before conducting a survey, to assure a more accurate friction report.  All “mu” values should be reported in accordance with AC 150/5200-28, Notices to Airmen (NOTAMS) for Airport Operators.
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