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Timely issuance of accurate field condition reports, particularly during significant winter weather events, is essential to safe airport operations.  Inaccurate and obsolete field condition reports can lead to costly and significant events including delayed or diverted flights and actual aircraft excursions from the runway.  One key aspect of airport condition reporting is the proper use of official contractions and abbreviations that standardize the field condition report NOTAM format.  Standardized reporting reduces the chance of inadvertent alteration or changes to the intent of the field condition report message.  An example of a NOTAM using appropriate official contractions is provided below:

 RWY 14       Bowmonk         35/30/29     ¼ “ PTCHY PSR    @ 1000 HRS;    PLW
  [Location]     [Type of Equipment]        [mu value]            [runway condition]                  [ time ]             [Plowed]
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The enclosed pamphlet, NOTAM and Weather Contractions Translator, is

designed for airport operators and pilots to utilize as a quick reference

guide for many standard contractions used in the aviation industry.  This

pamphlet should be utilized as a reference when reporting runway surface

conditions through the NOTAM system, as outlined in Advisory Circular

150/5200-28B, Notices to Airmen (NOTAMs) for Airport Operators.  Also,

Appendix 2 and 3 of the circular should be utilized for standardization.
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Airports operators should conduct regular friction surveys with approved equipment, especially during rapidly changing conditions, to obtain an indication of the friction coefficient (mu values) on runways contaminated with snow/ice.
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