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Winter weather is upon us once again in the Great Lakes Region.  During recent certification inspections, we have observed an alarming trend involving insufficient airport condition reporting.  All certificated airports are expected to issue reports describing winter field/surface conditions in accordance with Part 139 and the approved airport certification manual or specifications.

14 CFR Part 139.339, Airport Condition Reporting, states the certificate holder shall provide information on airport conditions which may affect the safe operations of air carriers, to include snow, ice, slush, or water on the movement area or loading ramps and parking areas.  Also, information shall be provided for snow piled or drifted on or near movement areas contrary to 139.313, Snow and Ice Control, and obscured marking, lighting, or signs contrary to 139.311.    

Proper and timely surface condition reports provided by airports personnel are an essential component of air carrier operational safety.  Advisory Circular (AC) 150/5200-30A, Airport Winter Safety and Operations, including Change 4, prescribes guidelines for winter weather operations on airports as well as surface condition reporting.
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Airport Condition Reporting (Winter Operations)
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Clear obscured marking, lighting, and signage.





Clear all runway and taxiway surfaces full length/width.
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