CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION CHECKLIST

INSTRUCTIONS

Construction projects such as overlays and rehabilitations are clearly categorical exclusions (CEs).  Other construction projects (as listed in paragraph 23.a of FAA Order 5050.4A) may be CEs if no impacts to the environment occur.  In general, the following procedures should be followed for proposed projects that are listed in paragraph 23.a of FAA Order 5050.4A, or if they would result in land acquisition or earthwork disturbances (taxiway, apron expansions, etc.).

 To aid the FAA in its decision of whether or not the project may be eligible for CE status under the National Environmental Policy Act, and to ensure that the proposed project will not violate requirements of the Endangered Species Act, the Historic Preservation Act, or Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, the sponsor should solicit comments from at least the agencies listed below, and attach that correspondence to the checklist that follows: 


(a)  U.S. DOI Fish and Wildlife Service, and appropriate State wildlife agency (threatened and endangered species);


(b) Corps of Engineers (jurisdictional wetlands); and


(c)  State historical/archaeological agency or agencies (cultural resources).

If the sponsor has information that may indicate a need to contact a different agency, then such contact should be made.  In the letter of solicitation, a complete description of the project should be given along with a location map (airport identified on a quadrangle map) and a schematic drawing of the project.  A response time of 30 days should be given.  The agencies should be informed of any previous studies performed at the airport which might be applicable (i.e., archaeological and biological surveys for previous projects).

If no response is received after the 30 day time period, the sponsor may assume that the agency has no concerns with the project and document such in the letter of submission.  The sponsor's letter of solicitation and its enclosures, the comments from the responding agencies, and the CE Checklist, should then be forwarded as a package to the FAA.  

If an agency responds with a "no objection" or by a  lack of response after the 30 day time period, that will support the appropriateness of a CE for the project. If an agency responds that it has concerns or that the project "may affect" an environmental resource, that may indicate: (1) the need for additional research or data, for example, a wetlands or archaeological survey, or  (2) the need for an environmental assessment (EA) to be prepared.  The responding agency may at times ask for more information.  The sponsor should attempt to answer the question as promptly and accurately as possible.  Supplying the agency with more information does not automatically indicate that an EA is needed.  An EA may not be needed unless the agency continues to identify an impact based on the new information.

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION CHECKLIST

The information you provide below will assist the FAA in making its determination as to whether a categorical exclusion is appropriate or an EA is required for your proposed project.  Please fill in your airport name, a brief project description, and which categorical exclusion would apply to your project.  Then, if appropriate, place a check mark or an "o.k." in each blank next to the numbered items, and any subparagraphs that apply, to indicate that you have properly addressed each issue.  If you cannot check "ok" then that may indicate the need to prepare an EA, so you should provide a brief explanation of the circumstances so that we can evaluate the issue further.   Please note that items 1, 5, and 10 require consultation with agencies with jurisdiction over those resources.

AIRPORT NAME:  ______________________________________________

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The proposed project is identified in the FAA list of categorical exclusions provided on page 11, paragraph 23 of FAA Order 5050.4A, Airport Environmental Handbook.  The appropriate paragraph number(s) is/are  _______________________________.
Consideration of Extraordinary Circumstances
____ 
1.     National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and Archeological and Historic Preservation Act of 1974 requirements have been met, as evidenced by the following:

_____ a.  The project will not destroy or disrupt significant scientific, prehistoric, historic, or archaeological data; and

_____ b.  The project will not impact any property that is listed or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places; and


_____ c.  Correspondence from the State Historic Preservation Officer (attached) demonstrates that the proposed action is not likely to have an effect on historic or archaeological resources.

____
2.  Section 4(f) of DOT Act:  The project will not use Section 4(f) lands.
____
3.  Farmlands:  The proposed project will not involve acquisition and conversion of farmland scoring over 160 on Form AD-1006 and protected under the FPPA to nonagricultural use through Federal financial assistance, because:


_____
a.  no land acquisition is included in this proposed project, or


_____ b.  the proposed project involves land acquisition, and Form AD-1006 is attached, which indicates a score of less than 160. 

____
4.  Environmental Controversy:  The proposed project is not highly controversial on environmental grounds.  Opposition on environmental grounds has not been received from Federal, state or local governmental agencies, or by a substantial number of persons affected by the proposed action.

____
5.  Natural Environment:  The proposed project will not have a significant impact on natural, ecological, cultural or scenic resources of national, state, or local significance.  Correspondence from the US Department of Interior Fish and Wildlife Service and the state wildlife agency (attached) indicates that the proposed project will not impact any Federally listed or proposed to be listed endangered or threatened species protected by the Endangered Species Act.

____
6.  Relocation Housing:  The proposed project is not highly controversial with respect to the availability of adequate relocation housing. because:


_____ a.  the proposed project will not require relocations; or

_____  b.  the proposed project will require relocations, but adequate relocation housing is available.
____
7.  Community Disruption:  The project will not:  (1) cause substantial division or disruption of an established community; (2) disrupt orderly, planned development; or (3) cause a significant increase in surface traffic congestion.

____
8.  Noise:   The proposed project will not have a significant impact on noise levels of noise sensitive areas.

____
9.  Air Quality:  The project will not have a significant impact on air quality or violate the local, state, or Federal standards for air quality.

____
10.  Water Quality requirements have been met, as the proposed project will not have a significant impact on water quality or contaminate a public water supply system.  Correspondence from the Corps of Engineers (attached)  indicates that the proposed action will not be in or affect any wetlands, or require a Section 404 Permit under the Clean Water Act. 

 ____
11.  Consistency:   The proposed project will not be inconsistent with any Federal, state, or local law or administrative determination relating to the environment.  The project will not be inconsistent with community plans. 
____
12.  Cumulative Impacts Considerations:  The overall cumulative impact of the proposed action and the consequences of subsequent related actions have been considered, and are not considered to be collectively significant. 

I certify, to the best of my knowledge, that the information provided above demonstrates that the proposed project is not covered by any of the items in paragraphs 24 or 26 of FAA Order 5050.4A, and that  there is no information that indicates the need to prepare an environmental assessment for the proposed actions which are otherwise excluded. 


Signature:  
____________________________    Date:  ____________


Name  (Print


or Type)
____________________________


Title:

____________________________
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